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RPA MITIGATION NARRATIVE
Invasive Plant Management 
1. Prior to removal, authorization to proceed must be obtained at the Stormwater Management Pre-installation Meeting (if other BMPs will be installed) or from the Stormwater Inspector.
2. Invasive species control will be carried out by non-chemical means unless otherwise authorized on this plan.
3. All application of herbicides must be made by a Virginia Certified Pesticide Applicator or Registered Technician and herbicides must be registered for use in or near aquatic environments.
4. List target species and identify the intended control method below:

EXAMPLE  – Removal of ivy from trees 
English ivy will be removed from trees manually [prior to issuance of the certificate of occupancy OR LDA closure]. To remove vines from trees, a “window” will be cut in climbing vines at waist height. Ivy below the window will be pulled carefully away from the trunk by hand to limit damage to the bark. Ivy will be removed a distance of 2 feet from and encircling the tree to limit re-growth. Vines above the “window” will be allowed to die and dry out, and will only be removed where they impede work on the site. Ivy will be bagged and removed from the site 
5.  Contact rpareview@arlingtonva.us to request a site inspection and to submit “as-built” documentation.

Riparian Buffer Planting 
1. Prior to planting, authorization to proceed shall be obtained at the Stormwater Management Pre-Installation conference (if other BMPs will be installed) or via a pre-planting consultation with the RPA reviewer (email rpareview@arlingtonva.us).
2. Bare soil will be covered with leaf mulch (preferred), or un-dyed double-shredded hardwood mulch.
3. Plant substitutions may require a plan revision. Contact rpareview@arlingtonva.us to approve plant substitutions
4. Contact rpareview@arlingtonva.us to request a site inspection and to submit “as-built” documentation 


MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES FOR RPA MITIGATION
Maintenance Schedule:  Invasive plant management – English ivy on trees (RPA) AND
Maintenance Schedule:  Invasive plant management - Vines on trees (RPA)
	Maintenance 
	Frequency 

	Inspect management area for English ivy and other invasive vines on trees
Note: Not all climbing vines are non-native invasive plants. For assistance with plant identification, please contact rpareview@arlingtonva.us 
 
	Annually

	Remove English ivy from trees
	As needed

	Remove other invasive vines such as Japanese/Chinese wisteria, Oriental bittersweet, Japanese honeysuckle, etc. from trees [Remove if not required]
	As needed

	Photo document removal of English ivy from trees
	Annually

	Photo document removal of other invasive vines such as Japanese/Chinese wisteria, Oriental bittersweet, Japanese honeysuckle, etc. from trees [Remove if not required]
	Annually




Maintenance Schedule:  Invasive plant management – English ivy (RPA)
	Maintenance 
	Frequency 

	Inspect management area for English ivy on trees
	Annually

	Inspect for English ivy on the ground level 
	Annually

	Remove English ivy from trees 
	As needed

	Remove English ivy on the ground level
	As needed

	Document removal of English ivy from trees
	Annually

	Document removal of English ivy from ground level
	Annually



Maintenance Schedule:  Invasive Plant Management – General (RPA)
· Includes all plants on the Non-Native Invasive Plants of Arlington County, Virginia list 
· For assistance with plant identification, contact rpareview@arlingtonva.us 

	Maintenance Task
	Frequency 

	Inspect management area for English ivy and other invasive vines on trees

	Annually

	Inspect management area for English ivy and other non-native invasive vines, shrubs, and perennials on the ground level 
	Annually

	Remove English ivy and other invasive vines from trees 
	As needed

	Remove English ivy and other non-native invasive vines, shrubs, and perennials on the ground level
	As needed

	Document removal of English ivy and other invasive vines from trees
	Annually

	Document removal of English ivy and other non-native invasive vines, shrubs, and perennials from ground level
	Annually



Maintenance Schedule: Riparian buffer planting (RPA) 
	Maintenance Task
	Frequency 

	Inspect planted trees and shrubs to ensure 100% survivability 
	Annually

	Document trees and shrubs are present per planting plan
	Annually

	Replace trees and shrubs per planting plan
	As needed

	Document tree and shrub replacement
	As needed

	Water trees and shrubs during periods with less than 1 inch precipitation/week (Years 1 & 2); subsequently during drought conditions
	As needed

	Inspect deer protection on trees (if required)
	Quarterly

	Remove deer protection when trees reach 2-inch diameter (if required)
	As needed

	Inspect planted perennials to ensure 80% coverage
	Annually

	Replant perennials to achieve 80% coverage
	As needed

	Document groundcover/perennial coverage of 80 percent
	Annually

	Document replanting of perennials and groundcovers
	As needed

	Water perennials during period with less than 1 inch precipitation/week (Year 1), subsequently during drought conditions
	As needed

	Cover bare soil with leaf mulch or undyed double-shredded hardwood mulch
	As needed





AS-BUILT REQUIREMENTS – RPA MITIGATION 
Invasive Plant Management – English Ivy on Trees
Invasive Plant Management – English Ivy
· Before, during and after photos of removal
· Certification statement signed by the project engineer or property owner that: 
· Identifies the species removed
· Documents the labor hours and dates for the work (attach receipts if available)
· Contains a no pesticide-use declaration
Invasive Plant Management – Vines on Trees 
Invasive Plant Management – General
· Before, during and after photos of removal
· Certification statement signed by the project’s licensed arborist or landscape architect (for projects requiring a major water quality impact assessment) or the project engineer or property owner (for projects requiring a minor water quality impact assessment) that: 
· Identifies the species removed
· Documents the labor hours and dates for the work (attach receipts if available)
· Documents method(s) of removal 
· Documented authorization to apply pesticides (if applicable) via submission of proof of Pesticide Applicator Certification
Riparian Buffer Planting
· Before, during and after photos of plantings.
· Plant receipts documenting the scientific name and quantity of all plants installed.
· Certification statement from project’s licensed landscape architect or arborist indicating that plantings have been installed in accordance with the proposed plan (for RPA buffer plantings less than 1,000 sf). 
· As-built planting plan sealed by the landscape architect or arborist (for RPA buffer plantings of 1,000 sf or greater).
As-built submissions for Dry Wells and Level Spreaders provided for RPA mitigation shall be in accordance with Stormwater Requirements.

