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“...We all carry trace fossils 
within us – the marks that the 

dead and the missed leave 
behind…

...Sometimes, in fact, all that is 
left behind by loss is trace – 

and sometimes empty volume 
can be easier to hold in the 
heart than presence itself.”

― Robert Macfarlane
Underland: A Deep Time Journey



SITE
Freedman’s 

Village



FREEDMAN’S VILLAGE
1863-1900



EAST ARLINGTON |
QUEEN CITY

1900-1941
 © Virginia Room, Arlington Public Library



QUESTIONS
● What “trace” did the former residents of 

East Arlington and Queen City leave 
behind?

● What does their legacy look like?

● How do we remember and carry this 
legacy forward?

Thomas D. McAvoy/TIME & LIFE Pictures



THE OVERLOOK

● See the structure above the 
trees 

● Mysterious full of wonder
● Textures and light to attract 

people
● At night it would glow (inner, 

coming out)
● Accessible



MATERIALS

● Pottery
● Reclaimed bricks 
● Passive lighting
● Sun Tunnel(s)
● LED Lighting



Exterior
Façade

DAYTIME
LIGHT STUDY
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Exterior
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NIGHTTIME 
STUDY
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Layout

WALL 
MATERIAL

Board Formed Concrete



Door
Prototype

Possible materials and layout
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Possible materials and layoutCeramic 
updates-

Mood 
Boards


