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Overview
• A very large $50M stormwater detention vault has been proposed in 

Woodlawn Park

• Would concentrate water flow into park, expected to overflow in the 
event of a > 10-year flood

• Serious concerns from neighbors, including but not limited to:
• Concentration of flood risk for homes abutting the park; FEMA floodplain, RPA
• Loss of park use for 2-3 years, with extreme disruption to neighbors
• Complete excavation of north end, reversing years of restoration work
• Violates 2023 Forestry and Natural Resources Plan: “No loss of natural land”
• Vault does not appear necessary to make targeted inlet and pipe upgrades uphill

• Process has not included engagement of other county experts, other 
county priorities (e.g. FNRP and tree canopy), or investigation of non-vault 
alternatives, e.g., geographically dispersed upstream catchment



Resource Protection Area (RPA) in Woodlawn Park

Source: Arlington, VA RPA Map pdf

Proposed vault

RPA boundary

https://www.arlingtonva.us/files/sharedassets/public/v/1/building/documents/codes-and-ordinances/watersheds-rpa-map.pdf


Data indicate entire park is 
a natural area

• See Nature of Woodlawn Park page 
in iNaturalist (map on right)

• 797 total observations

• 278 total species 

• 87 trees and understory shrubs in 
the affected area

• Nesting migratory birds and bats in 
north end

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/nature-of-woodlawn-park


Trees in Woodlawn Park North End



Breeding bat population in affected area
Bat Flight Data 2022-23

Woodlawn Park north end open field, 216 observations

Each line depicts an individual bat and flight path.
Successive zooms (left to right) show individual bat flight paths and IDs:

EPTFUS – Big brown bat (92 observations) LASCIN – Hoary bat (38 observations)
LASNOC – Silver-haired bat (85 observations) LASBOR – Eastern red bat (1 observation)

Data collected by Paul Smith using EchoMeter device by Wildlife Acoustics.  IDs from ultrasonic chirp patterns.



For reference: Cardinal Elementary Site



Appendix: See Slide 8 of
DES Vault Proposal Map, September 2023
(All graphics and annotations by DES)
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