
Carlyle House 
(5300 Columbia 

Pike)
Frequent flooding at Columbia Pike near Greenbriar St.

Bailey’s Branch

Public Meeting 
November 8, 2021



Flooded multiple times:

July 9, 2021
2020, 2019, 2018

• Issues:
• 90-degree bends in trunk line
• Outfall into Bailey’s Branch is submerged
• Capacity limitations in crossings in Columbia Pike
• Multiple transportation projects already constructed – none addressed flooding due to 

scope and budget constraints
• Large Trunk line (96” underneath building, which was permitted that way years ago. No 

easements or agreements.) Not cause of flooding, but needs to be relocated.



Issues:

• 90 degree bends in 
trunk line

• Large Trunk line (96” 
underneath building, 
which was permitted 
that way years ago.  
No easements or 
agreements.)  Not 
cause of flooding, 
but needs to be 
relocated.

Examination of Specific Issues



Overflowing inlet filmed during July 8, 2019 
storm



• Issues:

• Outfall into Bailey’s 
Branch is submerged

• Capacity limitations 
in crossings in 
Columbia Pike

Submerged outfall 
means water isn’t free to 
flow – system can back 
up. Need to account for 
this in the design of the 
new relocated pipe.



• Issues:

• Upstream 
Development in 
Fairfax County –
Arlington has no 
control over this



• Issues:

• Few Inlets



Floodfactor.com info



What is County doing?
1. Public Meetings in 2019
2. Flood proofing visits and reports in 2019
3. Pipe Inspections 2019 and 2021
4. Site visits 2019 – 2021 ( Multiple Agencies:

• WSS
• OSEM
• ISD

Click to add text



What is County doing?
1. Inspected storm sewers throughout watershed (see 

photos)
2. Analyzing Entire System 

1. Scope surveys
2. Scope Storm Drainage Improvement Project



Contacts
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