
NOTE: This presentation is a working document, and some recommendations or ideas may have evolved or 
changed based on continued discussions.  



WORK SESSION AGENDA
 Classifications

– Recap of Classification Systems and Components (5 min)
– Classification Systems (30 min)

 Break (5 min)

 Level of Service
– What Counts? (10 min)
– Access (10 min)
– Service (10 min)
– Context (10 min)
– Quality (10 min)

 Break (5 min)

 Trail Classifications (10 min)
 Definitions (1 min)
 Next Steps (2 min)
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CLASSIFICATIONS & LEVEL OF SERVICE

define different types of “containers” 
and what they contain

define how many of what goes where

Classifications Level of Service
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CLASSIFICATIONS & LEVEL OF SERVICE

access

service area

size visit length population served

parking lighting

proportion developedtype of amenities level of amenity

context

Classifications Level of Service

quality/experience
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CLASSIFICATION COMPONENTS

under an acre

1-5 acres

5-20 acres

20-100 acres 100-500 acres
size
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CLASSIFICATION COMPONENTS

under an hour

0.5-1 hour

1-2 hours

2-4 hours all day
visit length
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CLASSIFICATION COMPONENTS

none

curbside

small lot

large lot structured
parking
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CLASSIFICATION COMPONENTS

under 1,000

1,000-3,000

3,000-10,000

10,000-50,000 50,000+
population served
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

Centralized Venues De-Centralized Activity-Based

Courtesy Barth Associates 9



CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

Venues De-Centralized Context-Based Activity-Based

Each location is a 
specialized facility 

for one activity

Each location has a 
set of 

pre-determined 
amenities

Context-appropriate 
amenities are put 

where space is 
available

Amenities are put 
where space is 

available

Traditional Approach 

Adapted from Barth Associates 10



CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS
Venues De-Centralized Context-Based Activity-Based

size ●

visit length ●

parking ●

lighting ●

proportion developed ●

type of amenities ● ● ●

level of amenity ● ●

context ● ●

population served ● ●

access ● ● ●
More Prescriptive Less Prescriptive 11



CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS
Venues

size

visit length

parking

lighting

proportion developed

type of amenities interpretive rect/dia fields dog-related natural, hiking

level of amenity high full range high high

context

population served all all all all

access walk, drive, bike walk, drive, bike walk, drive, bike walk, drive, bike

Cultural
Park

Athletic 
Complex

Dog
Park

Nature 
Park
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Cultural Park
2. Athletic Park
3. Dog Park
4. Nature Park
5. Other “Venue”
6. Doesn’t Fit the Venues System
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17%
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Cultural Park
2. Athletic Park
3. Dog Park
4. Nature Park
5. Other “Venue”
6. Doesn’t Fit the Venues System
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

size <0.5 acre 1-15 acres 16-99 acres 2-8 acres

visit length 10 min-1 hr 0.5-1.5 hrs 0.5-3 hrs 0.5-1.5 hrs

parking on-street small lot large lot/deck on-street

lighting limited safety fields safety

proportion developed 50-100% 50-80% 20-60% 70-90%

type of amenities seating, fountain pg, courts, pracflds +comp flds, ctr, pool plaza, pg, courts

level of amenity low moderate high moderate

context res, mixed use residential res, comm mixed use

population served 500-2,500 3,000-10,000 10,000-50,000 5,000-15,000

access walk walk, bike walk, drive, bike walk, bike, transit

Mini
Park

Neighborhood 
Park

Community 
Park

Urban Neigh. 
Park

De-Centralized
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Mini Park
2. Neighborhood Park
3. Community Park
4. Urban Neighborhood Park
5. Other “De-Centralized” Park
6. Doesn’t Fit the De-Centralized System
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Mini Park
2. Neighborhood Park
3. Community Park
4. Urban Neighborhood Park
5. Other “De-Centralized” Park
6. Doesn’t Fit the De-Centralized System
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Mini Park
2. Neighborhood Park
3. Community Park
4. Urban Neighborhood Park
5. Other “De-Centralized” Park
6. Doesn’t Fit the De-Centralized System
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

size

visit length

parking

lighting

proportion developed

type of amenities pg, courts, flds +comp flds, ctr, pool plazas, gather, pg trails, boat, gather

level of amenity low/mod mod/high high mod/high

context suburban res comm. corr. mixed use adj. to river/strm

population served

access walk, drive, bike walk, drive, bike walk, drive, bike, transit walk, drive, bike

Public Spaces 
in Residential 

Areas

Public Spaces 
in Commercial 

Areas

Public Spaces
in Mixed Use 

Areas

Public Spaces 
along 

Waterfronts

Context-Based

20



ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Public Spaces in Residential Areas
2. Public Spaces in Commercial Areas
3. Public Spaces in Mixed Use Areas
4. Public Spaces along Waterfronts
5. Other “Context-Based” Public Space
6. Doesn’t Fit the Context-Based System
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 
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ROCKY RUN PARK?

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

17%

HOW WOULD YOU CLASSIFY 

1. Public Spaces in Residential Areas
2. Public Spaces in Commercial Areas
3. Public Spaces in Mixed Use Areas
4. Public Spaces along Waterfronts
5. Other “Context-Based” Public Space
6. Doesn’t Fit the Context-Based System
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CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

size

visit length

parking

lighting

proportion developed

type of amenities

level of amenity

context

population served

access

Activity-Based
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HOW PRESCRIPTIVE SHOULD WE BE?
Venues De-Centralized Context-Based Activity-Based

size ●

visit length ●

parking ●

lighting ●

proportion developed ●

type of amenities ● ● ●

level of amenity ● ●

context ● ●

population served ● ●

access ● ● ●

Are the containers as important 
as what they contain?

More Prescriptive Less Prescriptive 25



HOW PRESCRIPTIVE SHOULD WE BE?

25%

25%

25%

25% 1. Venues
2. De-Centralized
3. Context-Based
4. Activity-Based

26



CLASSIFICATIONS & LEVEL OF SERVICE

access

service area

size visit length population served

parking lighting

proportion developedtype of amenities level of amenity

context

Classifications Level of Service

quality/experience
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CLASSIFICATIONS & LEVEL OF SERVICE

access

service area

population served

context

Level of Service

quality/experience
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WHAT COUNTS?

1/4 mi. 1/2 mi. 1 mi.
Existing Access
Public Parks and Trails 13% 18% 55%

Oklahoma City Parks Master Plan
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WHAT COUNTS?

1/4 mi. 1/2 mi. 1 mi.
Existing Access
Public Parks and Trails 13% 18% 55%
+ Private Parks 16% 22% 64%
Potential Access
All Parks and Trails 28% 48% 68%
+ Accessible Schools 30% 52% 72%
+ Other Schools 37% 59% 74%

Oklahoma City Parks Master Plan
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WHAT COUNTS?
County Parks
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WHAT COUNTS?
County Parks
NOVA Parks
National Park Service (NPS)
Arlington Public Schools (APS)
Public Access Easements
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WHAT COUNTS?

County
918 acres

NPS
592 acres

National Cemetery
557 acres

Schools
376 acres

NOVA
145 ac

NVCT
16 ac

Easements
30 ac
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WHAT COUNTS?

14%

14%

14%

14%

14%

14%

14% 1. County Parks
2. National Park Service
3. National Cemetery
4. Arlington Public Schools
5. NOVA Parks
6. Public Access Easements
7. Northern VA Conservation Trust
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ACCESS: DISTANCE

Park

Half mile buffer
as the crow flies

Dallas Parks Comprehensive Plan 35



ACCESS: DISTANCE

87% of land area
within 1/4 Mile of a Park

36



ACCESS: DISTANCE

Park

Half mile buffer
as the crow flies

Half mile buffer 
along roads

Half mile max buffer 
along sidewalks

Dallas Parks Comprehensive Plan 37



ACCESS: MODE

Areas within 
walking distance 
of a park

Areas within 
driving, but not 
walking, distance

Areas not within 
walking or driving 
distance

Protected/ 
Restricted Use

Dallas Parks Comprehensive Plan 38



ACCESS: MODE
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ACCESS: MODE

Areas within ¼ mi. 
walk of bus

Areas within ¼ mi. 
walk of rail

Parks potentially 
accessible by 
transit

Parks not 
accessible by 
transit

Parks accessible 
by transit

Dallas Parks Comprehensive Plan 40



HOW SHOULD ACCESS BE DEFINED?
Which mode(s)?
What distance(s)?
By classification / facility?
By ease of travel?
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POPULATION SERVED

Dallas Parks Master Plan 42



POPULATION SERVED

GreenPlan Philadelphia 43



90% of Philadelphians live 
within ½  mile of a park or 
recreation facility.

SERVICE AREA

GreenPlan Philadelphia 44



an acre of park or recreation 
land can serve up to 500 
people up to ½ mile away.

Combined Distance & 
Population Standard

SERVICE AREA

GreenPlan Philadelphia 45



SERVICE AREA

Areas Served

Areas Underserved

GreenPlan Philadelphia

Combined Distance & 
Population Standard
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HOW SHOULD SERVICE BE MEASURED?
By size, by distance, or by size + distance?
By neighborhood?
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CONTEXT

Central City

Urban AreaUrban Growth Area

Rural Area

Area enclosed by the original 
Grand Boulevard loop

Developed areas 
outside the Central City

Area designated for future 
growth

Area outside the 
Urban Growth Area

Oklahoma City Parks Master Plan
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CONTEXT
LOCAL PARKS REGIONAL PARKS TRAILS

Central City All residents are 
within a half-mile, 
sidewalk- or trail-
based walk of a 
local or regional 
park

All residents are 
within a 2.5-mile 
drive of a regional 
park

All residents are 
within 2.5 miles of 
a trail that is part of 
the citywide trail 
network

Urban Area All residents are 
within a half-mile, 
sidewalk-based 
walk of a local or 
regional park

All residents are 
within a 5-mile 
drive of a regional 
park

All residents are 
within 2.5 miles of 
a trail that is part of 
the citywide trail 
network

Urban Growth 
Area

All residents are 
within a one-mile, 
sidewalk- or trail-
based walk of a 
local or regional 
park

All residents are 
within a 15-mile 
drive of a regional 
park

All residents are 
within 5 miles of a 
trail that is part of 
the citywide trail 
network

Rural Area All new residents 
are within a one-
mile, sidewalk- or 
trail-based walk of 
a local or regional 
park

All residents are 
within a 30-mile 
drive of a regional 
park

All residents are 
within 15 miles of a 
trail that is part of 
the citywide trial 
network
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WHAT ROLE DOES CONTEXT PLAY?

Rosslyn-Ballston

Jefferson Davis

Columbia Pike
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WHAT ROLE DOES QUALITY PLAY?

access

service area

population served

context

Level of Service

quality/experience
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATIONS

pavingstripingwidthusers

amenities signage contextlighting
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

Functional Context-Based User-Based

users ● ● ●

width ● ● ●

striping ● ● ●

paving ● ● ●

amenities ● ● ●

signage ● ● ●

lighting ● ● ●

context ● ● ●
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TRAIL CLASSIFICATION SYSTEMS

Functional

arterial / primary 
connector trails

off-street 
connector trails

on-street 
connector trails

recreational 
path

shared lane/
path

Context-Based

suburban trails

urban trails

natural area trails

water-based trails

User-Based

pedestrian trails

recreational cyclist 
trails

commuter cyclist 
trails

hiking trails

exercise / recreation 
trails

paddling trails
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WHICH CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM?

33%

33%

33% 1. Functional
2. Context-Based
3. User-Based
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DEFINITIONS

hiking trail
multiuse trail
natural space/area
open space
park
plaza
public space
public easement
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