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Section Variable Definition 
Population Total People All people living in a given geographic area. For 

this application the total represents Arlington 
County or civic association(s). 

Percent of Total The percent of Arlington’s total population living in 
the selected geography. 

Percent with Bachelor’s 
Degree or Higher 

The percent of the population age 25-years and 
older with a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

Persons Below Poverty The percent of the population, of which poverty 
has been determined, that is below the poverty 
level.  More information on the US Census 
Bureau’s poverty thresholds. 

Race and Ethnicity The self-identification of the person’s race. 
Ethnicity refers to the ethnic origin of the Hispanic 
or Latino population. 
 
The race and ethnic categories reflected are 
guidelines provided by the U.S. Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) and utilized by 
the U.S. Census Bureau.  The racial categories 
included in the census questionnaire generally 
reflect a social definition of race recognized in this 
country and not an attempt to define race 
biologically, anthropologically, or genetically.  

Age The length of time in completed years that a 
person has lived. 
 

 
Households 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Households The total number of occupied housing units for a 
geographic area.  A household includes all the 
people who occupy a housing unit (such as a 
house or apartment) as their usual place of 
residence. 

Percent of Total The percent of Arlington’s total households in the 
selected geography. 
 

Average Household Size A measure obtained by dividing the number of 
people in households by the total number of 
households. 
 

https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Data-Research/Demographics/Population-and-Demographic-Estimates
https://www.arlingtonva.us/Government/Projects/Data-Research/Demographics/Population-and-Demographic-Estimates
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/time-series/demo/income-poverty/historical-poverty-thresholds.html
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Households 
Continued 

Average Household Income A measure obtained by dividing aggregate 
household income by the total number of 
households. 

English Limited Households Percentage of households that do not speak 
English very well or at all.   
 

Household Type Household classified by time according to the 
presence of relatives.  A family includes a 
householder and one or more people living in the 
same household who are related to the 
householder by birth, marriage, or adoption. 
 
A nonfamily household consists of a householder 
living alone (a one-person household) or where 
the householder shares the home only with 
people to whom he/she is not related (e.g., a 
roommate). 
 

Persons Per Household The total number of people living in a housing 
unit. 
 

Percent of Households by 
Income 

The percentage distribution of households based 
on the sum of the income of all people 15 years 
and older living in the household. 
 

 
Housing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Units A house, townhome, duplex, side-by-side, condo, 
apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of 
rooms, or a single room occupied as separate 
living quarters, or if vacant, intended for 
occupancy as separate living quarters. 
 

Percent of Total The percent of Arlington’s total housing units in 
the selected geography. 
 

Housing Unit Type Unit type refers to the different types of housing 
structures: Single Family Detached, Single Family 
Attached, and Multi-Family. 
 

Housing Unit Occupancy Housing occupancy refers to the relationship 
between the property owner and habitants.   
 

Housing Cost as Percent of 
Income 

The percentage of household income spent on 
housing. 
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Housing 
Continued 

For owners this includes common utilities, any 
applicable condominium and mobile home fees, 
taxes, insurance, mortgages and home loans. 
 
 For renters this includes gross rent plus utilities. 
 

Owner Occupied Units Housing unit is occupied by owner of unit.   
 

Renter Occupied Units Housing unit is occupied by renter. 
 

 
Employment Civilian Labor Force The labor force includes all people classified in the 

civilian labor force, plus members of the U.S. 
Armed Forces (people on active duty with the 
United States Army, Air Force, Navy, Marine Corps, 
or Coast Guard). The civilian labor force consists of 
people classified as employed or unemployed. 

Percent of Total The percent of Arlington’s total civilian labor force 
in the selected geography. 

Labor Force Participation 
Rate 

Represents the proportion of the population that 
is in the labor force. 

Unemployment Rate Represents the number of unemployed people as 
a percentage of the civilian labor force. 

Place of Work The usual geographic location at which workers 
carried out their occupational activities during the 
employment status reference week. The terms 
worksite, workplace, and place of work are 
interchangeable. 

Means of Transportation to 
Work 

The principal mode of travel or type of 
conveyance, by distance rather than time, that the 
worker usually used to get from home to work 
during the employment status reference week. 

 


