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PROPOSED DESIGN
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE



Established in 1994
Services:  Landscape Architecture, Urban Design, Community 
Engagement, Impact Analytics

Business Certifications:  Woman Owned, CBE (LBE, SBE, DBE, 
DZE), MDOT (MBE, SBE, DBE), Price George’s County, VDOT, EDWOSB

Professional Certifications:  Registered Landscape 
Architects, LEED Accredited Professionals, AICP Certified Planners, 
EcoDistricts Accredited Professionals, Certified Playground Safety 
Inspector, ISA Certified Arborist
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GREEN RIBBON DIAGRAM



Symbol Slope Structure
<5.0% Path None

N/A Stairs, Handrails

<5.0% Path Retaining Wall
5.0-8.3% Ramp Retaining Wall, Handrails

Green Ribbon Accessibility 
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GREEN RIBBON ACCESSIBILITY DIAGRAM



Buffer Canopy Conservation
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Tree Canopy Conservation at west and south lot lines



Buffer Canopy Conservation
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OVERALL TREE PLAN
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OPEN SPACE NETWORK
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Open Space Character

District Parks Neighborhood Parks Pocket Parks

Hardscape Plaza Landscaped Spaces Forested Spaces

Recreation Destination Neighborhood Gathering Contemplative Spaces
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING Planting Zone

CANOPY

Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Tree Canopy

Irregular spacing, Groupings preferred

Dynamic & diffuse light

Shade Structure

Planting Zone
Width varies; generally 4' to 10'

IN-GROUND PLANTING
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SECTOR PLAN - TYPICAL GREEN RIBBON PROPOSED - PEDESTRIAN MEWS

PROPOSED - TRAIL CONNECTION PROPOSED - WOODLAND GREENWAY PROPOSED - SECONDARY PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS

Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
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Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
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Shrub Plantings
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IN-GROUND PLANTING
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SECTOR PLAN - TYPICAL GREEN RIBBON PROPOSED - PEDESTRIAN MEWS

PROPOSED - TRAIL CONNECTION PROPOSED - WOODLAND GREENWAY PROPOSED - SECONDARY PEDESTRIAN PATHWAYS

Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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GREEN RIBBON Character:  PEDESTRIAN MEWS
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING Planting Zone

CANOPY

Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Tree Canopy

Irregular spacing, Groupings preferred

Dynamic & diffuse light

Shade Structure

Planting Zone
Width varies; generally 4' to 10'

IN-GROUND PLANTING
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Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING Planting Zone

CANOPY

Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Tree Canopy

Irregular spacing, Groupings preferred

Dynamic & diffuse light

Shade Structure

Planting Zone
Width varies; generally 4' to 10'

IN-GROUND PLANTING
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Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING Planting Zone

CANOPY

Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Tree Canopy

Irregular spacing, Groupings preferred

Dynamic & diffuse light

Shade Structure

Planting Zone
Width varies; generally 4' to 10'

IN-GROUND PLANTING
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Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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At full build-out of the highest priority 
routes, the Green Ribbon would 
create approximately three miles 
of new and improved pedestrian 
walks providing over four acres of 
new public space along the Green 
Ribbon, exclusive of other park and 
plaza spaces it connects together. 

3.4 The Green Ribbon (continued)
Green Ribbon Routing 

 ■ The diagram on the facing page identifies priority Green Ribbon 
routes, as well as potential locations for future extension 
throughout Pentagon City and connecting to surrounding areas. 
The routes utilize a mix of private land and existing public access 
ways and parks. Actual route alignment is flexible as long as key 
intersection points or destinations are linked.

 ■ The Green Ribbon will be required on sites undergoing 
redevelopment through the site plan process. On public property, 
the County will lead development of the Green Ribbon. Where 
there are opportunities to extend the Green Ribbon on private 
property not undergoing redevelopment, the County will look 
to partner with interested property owners to achieve desired 
connections. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon links together other public spaces, including 
parks and plazas, that will include other elements and amenities. 
In these locations, easy access to and from the Green Ribbon 
will help link the public space network in Pentagon City, a goal of 
Arlington County’s Public Space Master Plan as well as Livability 
22202 planning. 

 ■ At a typical width of at least 16 feet along the Green Ribbon, 
the more than three miles of new walks shown in the diagram 
would represent more than four acres of net new park space in 
Pentagon City. This is exclusive of the parks, plazas, and existing 
sidewalk areas the Green Ribbon passes through.

 ■ Throughout Pentagon City, the Green Ribbon, while 
accommodating slower-moving cyclists, will be designed to 
discourage higher-speed bicycle travel. Therefore, concurrent 
improvements to on-street bicycle facilities are essential. 

 ■ The Green Ribbon includes a segment—along the incline from 
Grace Hopper Park to Lynn Street—which will safely accommodate 
different modes of travel given the grade of the path.
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Tree canopy is the preferred planting zone for 
the Green Ribbon, but will not be possible in all 
locations due to space, solar access, sightlines, 
or other factors. Where possible, tree pit 
designs should consider more organic shapes 
and lines, as well as other surface connections 
to adjacent Green Ribbon features. 

Planting along the Green Ribbon should be 
layered, maximize native species, and include 
seasonal variation. 

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING

Planting Zone
Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Pollinator Lawn
Height: Low

Continuous planting zone Variety of native or non-native, 
locally adapted species

Variety of heights

Flowering Garden
Height: Medium

Shrub Plantings
Height: Tall

IN-GROUND PLANTING Planting Zone

CANOPY

Width varies from 4’ to 10’

Tree Canopy

Irregular spacing, Groupings preferred

Dynamic & diffuse light

Shade Structure

Planting Zone
Width varies; generally 4' to 10'

IN-GROUND PLANTING
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Green Ribbon Design Guidelines 
 ■ Additional Design Guidelines for the Green Ribbon are included in 

the Appendix, including different design strategies appropriate for 
the varied contexts and sites the Green Ribbon will pass through in 
order to create a continuous, cohesive network. 

 ■ The clear pedestrian path should have a width of 8 to 12 feet, 
although wider areas may be possible or needed where the 
Green Ribbon comes to a plaza, Metro entrance, or other high-
volume pedestrian space. Narrower widths may be possible on 
limited segments. On private property, the pedestrian path should 
incorporate biophilic features such as permeable pavers, natural 
analogues, or others that respond to the development context. On 
public right-of-way, the path must comply with County standards.

 ■ Planting areas should be generous and layered to fulfill biophilic 
principles. The approach to planting should take into account 
seasonal variation, native species, and environmental benefits such 
as stormwater as appropriate to a site. 

 ■ Tree canopy is prioritized wherever feasible. The Green Ribbon will 
contribute to achieving over 20% tree canopy throughout Pentagon 
City. 

 ■ Planting can be provided in many formats, whether in-ground or in 
planters. Planters may integrate seating or delineate outdoor dining 
areas. 

 ■ Lighting, wayfinding, and amenities like drinking fountains help 
support safe, easy to navigate travel along the Green Ribbon. 
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SUSTAINABILITY



● All new buildings will achieve LEED v4 - Gold

● Buildings N1, N2 and Townhomes will participate in the Arlington County 

Green Building Incentive Policy

● 20% Energy Savings and ENERGY STAR Score of 75 and Benchmarking

● Preservation of existing building contributes to embodied carbon reduction

● Sitewide stormwater management strategies and pervious areas throughout

SUSTAINABILITY

Abbey Beal
Sustainable Project Manager
LEED AP BD+C, O+M, Homes

● Green Building Incentive Policy Baseline Prerequisites:

○ EV Parking 4% charging stations + 15% EV-ready

○ Bird friendly materials 8-36 feet

○ Dark-Sky compliant exterior light fixtures

○ Energy Star appliances 

○ WaterSense plumbing fixtures

○ Biophilia and Human Interaction with Nature

○ Equity, Diversion and Inclusion Program

○ Off-site renewable energy

Arlington County 2020 Green Building Incentive Policy
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RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD

RIVERHOUSE  
CENTRAL

RiverHouse – Central Parcel

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group



existing site

RiverHouse – Central Parcel

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



identify green ribbon connection and parcels

multifamily seniors condo

forest

RiverHouse – Planning Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



key plan

RiverHouse – Massing Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



maximum allowed height per the sector plan

key plan

RiverHouse – Massing Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



carve residential bars into forms for daylight / air

key plan

RiverHouse – Massing Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



reduce building heights and pull back massing from existing towers

key plan

RiverHouse – Massing Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



articulate massing provides better open spaces to existing buidlings

key plan

RiverHouse – Massing Studies

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD
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1 2 3 4

2
4

1
Providing different facade architecture types in a community can create a diverse range  
of styles and visual experiences, which can help to create a sense of place and identity.  
A visually interesting and unique environment can foster a sense of pride and ownership  
among residents, which can help to build a stronger and more cohesive community  
while complimenting the mid-century neighborhood context.

RiverHouse – Render Key

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group
RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



RiverHouse – Render 01

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group

key plan
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RiverHouse – Render 02

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group

key plan

RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



RiverHouse – Render 03

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group

key plan

RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD



RiverHouse – Render 04

Janet Meyer

Principal

BCT Design Group

key plan

RIVERHOUSE NEIGHBORHOOD
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TOWNHOUSE SCALE HEIGHTS
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VEHICULAR AND BICYCLE CIRCULATION
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EXISTING AND NEW TREES
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL
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STREET EDGE
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POCKET PARK
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