
 

Board Guidance and Notes to Accompany  
FY 2018 Adopted Budget  

 
 

1. Real Estate Tax Rate: The total real estate tax rate increased 1 ½ cents from 
$0.978 to $0.993 (base rate excluding the sanitary district tax) shared with the 
Schools (APS) per the Principles of Revenue Sharing. One-hundred percent 
of the tax rate increase will go towards funding the extraordinary needs of 
Metro and APS enrollment growth. 

 
2. Schools:  The County Board is allocating $484,178,720 in ongoing funding to 

the Schools (an increase of $19.7 million over FY 2017) and $6,077,476 in 
one-time funds (an increase of $3.6 million over FY 2017), for total funding of 
$490,256,196 (a total increase of $23.3 million over FY 2017). The FY 2018 
adopted revenue sharing percentage remains at 46.6% for Schools and 
53.4% for the County.   

 
3. Tax Increment Financing Areas (TIFs) (the changes below are shared 

consistently per the Principles of Revenue Sharing):  
 

a. Crystal City, Pentagon City & Potomac Yard TIF: The County Board 
accepted the Crystal City TIF reduction from 33% to 30% in the 
County Manager’s Proposed Budget. The general fund money 
freed up from this reduction provides APS with an additional 
$140,862 one-time funding and an additional $293,799 in ongoing 
funding and provides the County with an additional $161,418 in 
one-time funding and an additional $336,671 in ongoing funding.  
 

b. Columbia Pike TIF: Reset the Columbia Pike TIF baseline 
assessed value of all property in the area to January 1, 2018, 
freeing up $881,550 in general fund revenues. The County’s portion 
of $470,748 will fund an additional $200,000 in ongoing funding to 
the Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) and 
additional ongoing funding to the Affordable Housing Investment 
Fund (AHIF). 

 
4. Residential Utility Tax (RUT): Increase the County’s residential utility tax by 

50% and share with the Schools per the Principles of Revenue Sharing. Even 
with the increase, the County retains the lowest RUT in the region. This is the 
first year of a planned two-year phase-in to increase the RUT to reach the 
Fairfax County rate. 
 

a. FreshAIRE: Consistent with the County Board guidance provided 
during FY 2017 budget adoption, the County Board reaffirms that 
the County’s portion of funding generated by the Residential Utility 
Tax shall be used solely as a dedicated funding stream for the 



 

FreshAIRE program.  This was the original intent when the 
Residential Utility Tax was established and shall be continued. 
 

b. The additional $348,168 in County FreshAire funding generated by 
the RUT increase will fund an Environmental Management Position 
previously funded with General Fund dollars, $100,000 for a 
consultant to update the Community Energy Plan, and $98,168 for 
additional building energy retrofits. 

 
5. ART Fare Increase – The County Board is advertising for a public hearing to 

increase Arlington Transit (ART) and Specialized Transit for Arlington 
Resident (STAR) fares by $0.25 to be consistent with Metrobus rates with 
goal of adoption in May 2017. 
 

6. Land Acquisition – Provide land acquisition funding in FY 2018 of $4,009,893, 
including the amount funded in the County Manager’s Proposed Budget.   
 

7. AHIF:  The total FY 2018 funding is a combination of $4.9 million in ongoing 
funds and $10.1 million in one-time funds for a total allocation of $15.0 million 
for FY 2018, $1.3 million higher than FY 2017. 

 
8. DES - Streetlights:  Fund an alternative streetlight program staffing option 

from the County Manager’s Proposed budget. This option funds two 
additional street light technicians and one engineer, that when combined with 
the County’s two existing streetlight positions will deliver a more robust street 
light and trail light service level and reduce response times. 

 
9. Sheriff – Staffing:  Maintain funding for the seven Sheriff positions added in 

the County Manager’s Proposed budget but delay hiring. Funds the promotion 
of two sergeants in January of 2018, and the hiring of four deputies in 
December 2017, and three deputies in May of 2018.  

 
10. DTS – Internet Circuits: Reduce the number of County and APS internet 

circuits from four to two, saving a combined $120,000. This reduction will not 
impact service levels and will be shared equally between APS and the 
County.  

 
11. DHS – Community Services Board:  Authorize 2.2 Developmental Disability 

Specialist FTEs primarily funded through Medicaid reimbursements. The 
approximately $11,000 not covered by Medicaid will be identified within DHS’ 
existing budget to fully fund the positions.  

 
12. Tree Canopy Survey (DPR):  Conduct an aerial tree canopy survey within 

existing funds for completion by the end of FY 2018.   
 

 



 

Additional County Board Direction to the Manager 
 
13. Advertising on Arlington Transit: Building on the Board's 2015 and 2016 

direction to explore advertising options on Arlington transit, including Capital 
BikeShare and ART Bus stations ("Off-Site Facilities") and Capital BikeShare 
bicycles and ART buses ("Rolling Stock"), the Board directs the Manager to 
prepare a comprehensive progress report to the Board by the end of fourth 
quarter FY 2017 (June 30, 2017).  All revenue generated pursuant to 
advertising for both Rolling Stock and Off-Site Facilities shall be designated 
exclusively for ART and Capital BikeShare operations. 
 

14. Employee Gainsharing Program:  The County Manager, working with the 
Department of Management and Finance and the Department of Human 
Resources, is directed to develop an employee incentive program, on a pilot 
basis, that would reward and recognize staff who submit actionable ideas that 
either reduce costs or waste, improve efficiencies or enhance customer 
service.   A centralized review of all employee submissions shall be done.  
The County Manager shall report back to the County Board on the results of 
the pilot as warranted and provide a summary report by October 1, 2017 in 
order to facilitate the inclusion of actionable ideas as part of FY 2019 budget 
development. 

 
15. Minimum Standards for BIDs and Partnership Organizational Documents:  

The County Board finds that certain baseline documentation standards with 
respect to Arlington’s three BIDs (Rosslyn, Crystal City, Ballston) and three 
Partnerships (Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization, Clarendon Alliance, 
Lee Highway Alliance) should be required as a pre-condition to FY 2018 and 
future years County funding in order to ensure public transparency, 
accountability and compliance with applicable County requirements.  The 
Board directs the County Manager to include in its official agreements with 
these entities the requirement that organizational, board member, and board 
meeting documentation be made publicly available.  

 
16. Annual Budget Close-out/Carryover; Reserves:  In addition to the County 

Manager’s FY 2017 recommendation on budget carryover in the fall of 2017, 
the County Board directs the County Manager to provide an option for County 
Board consideration that would direct all carryover funds to consideration in 
the FY 2019 budget process, except for what the Manager deems to be 
emergency or unanticipated needs that, in his best judgment, require 
immediate allocation or appropriation. 
 
The Manager shall also provide an updated accounting of all County fund 
balances and reserves at that time and advise the County Board what, if any, 
items that the Manager recommends for allocation or appropriation could be 
funded, in whole or in part, from such fund balances and reserves, in the 
County Board’s discretion. 



 

 
17. METRO: The Board directs that the County Manager develop and present a 

10-year financial outlook of Arlington’s jurisdictional obligations to WMATA 
based on the consensus assumptions and requisites presented by the 
WMATA General Manager and the MWCOG Technical Advisory Group. The 
outlook should present detailed options for funding Metro through FY 2020. 

 
18. Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO): The Board directs that 

the County Manager develop and execute a service agreement to accompany 
the $400,000 grant to CPRO that details expected outcomes of: enhancing 
organizational capacity to sustain and expand its entertainment programming; 
instituting a “clean and safe” program to beautify the public realm; expanding 
a place-making program including developing activities and initiatives located 
at the western end of Columbia Pike.  

 
The Board further directs that the $150,000 allocation to Arlington Economic 
Development produce a retail and market study conducted by an independent 
firm that interprets existing commercial conditions and challenges and 
opportunities for revitalizing the Columbia Pike submarket. The County 
Manager will propose a scope of work to the County Board by the fall of 2017 
and will consider these possible areas of analysis: existing zoning, transit and 
area plans; recommendations to encourage private investment; identification 
of where public or P3 investment is necessary and recommendations on 
branding opportunities for Columbia Pike nodes.  

 
19.  APS Budget Development:  The Board directs that the County Manager 

engage the Arlington Public Schools Superintendent for the purpose of having 
APS provide County government staff with a balanced “anticipated revenues” 
based budget that can include options for supplemental funding. This is 
distinguished from an unbalanced “needs based budget” that includes options 
for reduced funding. 
 

20. Childcare: Redirect $115,698, 1.0 FTE from the AED BizLaunch program to 
CPHD for an associate planner (1.0 FTE) that would focus on zoning 
ordinance changes or other planning work, primarily related to child care 
facilities.  The County Manager will provide an amended work plan 
by December 31, 2017.  Additionally, $50,000 in one-time funding is directed 
to Non-Departmental for consulting services needed to pursue other aspects 
of expanding and improving child care services in the County as described in 
the County Manager's Childcare Initiative addendum, including provider 
surveys, needs assessments and other analytical work.    

 
21. Services for Undocumented Arlingtonians, Mixed Status Arlington Families 

and Refugees: The County Manager will provide the County Board with a 
recommended process for awarding grant funds to eligible non-profit 
organizations providing legal or other emergency services to Arlington County 



 

residents who are or may be subject to non-criminal federal immigration 
enforcement action, and residents who are refugees. The grant-funded 
services may include, but are not limited to, legal consultations/workshops 
and emergency assistance. Funding of $100,000 is included in Non-
Departmental for this purpose. 

 

22. Inventory of Mental Health Related Services: The County Manager should 
summarize and analyze those programs provided by the County that assist 
with the provision of mental health services.  Included in this inventory should 
be those programs provided by the Department of Human Services, the 
County's public safety agencies (Fire/EMS, Police, Sheriff), and the Judicial 
System (General District, Circuit Court, Commonwealth's Attorney, Public 
Defender). The inventory should include non-profit service providers in the 
County who receive financial aid from the County, Commonwealth or Federal 
Government, as well as Virginia Hospital Center. 
 

23. Non-Profit Analysis: The County Manager should suggest next steps to follow 
on to the non-profit analysis included in the Manager's Proposed budget.  
These next steps should include a proposal to consult with County non-profit 
providers and the appropriate advisory commissions.  The suggested timeline 
should be provided to the County Board as part of the closeout of the Fiscal 
Year 2017 this Fall. 
 

24. Mobile Library: The County Board directs the Manager to close the Crystal 
City pop-up library by December 15, 2017.  By October 1, 2017, the County 
Manager will provide options for mobile pop-up library services with the intent 
of reaching neighborhoods underserved by library services.  


