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DESCRil-J<O: THE PR~SENT AND OR!GINAL. (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

1he Ball-Sellers House stands at 5620 South Third Street on an op<m lot 
amidst a late-nineteenth-century development in the Glcncarlyn section of 
Arlington County. Presently consisting o:E a one-story log structure and a 
tlw-story frame l>'ing, it has had a complex structural history. 

The log section is probably the original house and dates from the mid- to 
late eighteenth century. It is a single-cell structure ~;ith opposed front 
and rear doors, a single ~vindow opening on the front, and nnother on the 
cast gable end, ~;hich presumably gave access to a no-longer extant ~;ing. 
The exterior is covered Hith ''Gennan11 or novelty siding, so it is not poss-J. ... 
ble to detcnnine the type c£ corner timbering used~ A lat.er po:ceh roof 
s~;eeps close to the ground across the length of the front of t 1te log section" 
The cellar framing of this section indicates that there '"as a chiamey ~;ith a 
seven-foot fireplace opening at: the ~;..rest end. 

Soon a:Eter the log house was built, a frame lean-to ell was added to the 
original building. Like the interior of the log section, it is plastered 
roughly and retains portions of double-beaded chairboard~ Ttvo early VP.rti­
cal-beaded-board doors lear! into the log section, and from the log section 
icoto the lean-to. The latter has a handsome early latch. Architrave door 
:l:rames complete the interior trim. The ceiling o:f the ell is plastered) but 
lhat of the main room has roughly he~;n exposed joists. Access to the loft 
is obtained through a hole: in the southeast corner of the main room, where 
thP- marks of former stair frcnning can be seen,. 

'fhe loft is the most notable feature of the ilall-Sellers House, for it con­
tains a rare surviving clapboard roof~ protected by a later roof built 
around it but independent of it, thus preserving the original almost :lntilct, 
It consists of riven oak clapboards, -about four feet long, attached to 
roughly split rafters l"ith collars ~;hich ~;ere raised at an early elate to al·· 
lo11 more headroom. The undersides of the clapboards and the rafters arc 
~;hitc~;ashecl, There survive portions of the light lathing m;ed to steady the 
rafters ·hrhile the clapboards were being attached and section's of the >;vllite­
l'ldGhecl clay daubing used to caulk the angle. 11here the roof meets the loft 
floor. 

Another early wing) attached to the east end of the log section, is viBible 
in an early-t'i.ventiet1~-century photograph, but has sincC' been removed .. 

1\t the 'h'est end of the log section, a frame "ving was attached in the l<1te 
I eigl:1t:centh or early nineteenth century., This \,Jas taken do>;.-..'11 anU rcpl<?ced 

Ly the present plain, t~\7o-story wing in 1885.. Tlvo mantels from the dcm.ol­
ished \·ling 1·1cre reused in the ne\.J one--a plain Greek Revival mantel on tl1c 
fir.st floor and a Federal m~lntel 1vith an architrave surround a~1d an unsup­
ported molded mantel shelf 1vith dentil Hork. Some six-panel) raiscd-prmel 
doors were also reused. 

·rhe latter is In the yard arc a 1ve ll head and a small log barn .. 
I 
1 Hith novelty siding. 

l_ (see continuation sheet 1/l) 

m 
m 

z: 

0 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

STATF. UNITED STATES DEPARrMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

IMVEHTORY ·NOMINATION FORM Arlin~ton 
FOR NPS Usr: ONLY 

( 
• J'l ENTRY NUM~F.R ::r--~ATF. 

r;:;:::~-:-;:---:-c:-cc-----·---C-o_n_tz_'n_u_at_,_on_S_h_e_e_t_J _,_· _______ t======-·-. ____ ·. I ·--·-
(Numb"' all etHri .. a) 

7. DESCRIPTION 

The Ball-Sellers House has recently been given to the Arlington Historical 
Society, Hhich is renovating the later portion for use as a residence. The 
log section and its lean-to are to serve as a museum. 
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STATE:Mf:NT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ball··Sellers House in the Glencarlyn section of Arlington County is 
remarkable for its ·clapboard roof which is a rare survival in Virginia. 
Associated l·lith t~vo of the o:Ciginal fa'11ilies of the present Arlington 
County) the house THaS built on a farra 1.;hicl1 becaiB.e one o£ thr.! earliest 
planned cormnuter suburbs of Hashingt(ln, Do Co The modest structure is 
probably the oldest house in Arlington County" 

The property on which the house stands was included in a grant by lVilliam 
Fairfax to John Ball, who received 166 acres of land on Four aile Run in 
171>2. A long-time resident of Prince Hilliam (later fairfax) Cour:ty, B;·:ll 
is believed to have built the original log section and its frffil'.e lean-too 
\vhen he died in 1766, he tlirected that his property be sold and that the 
p:rccePds be divided among his l;Vifc, El'Lzabeth, and his five daughters c 111e 
sale occurred in 1772, v1hen Hilliam Carlin (17.32-1820) purchased t·hp fann 
for 100 pounJso Ho(vever, Elizabe.th Ball had elected to take her l·/iclor .. 71 s 
doHer rather than accept her husband's Hill, and so may have occupied the 
house undl \ier death (around 1792)" 

Hilliam C:nlin' s will 8tated that the property should be sold in lots SI~Hll 

enough for persons \Vith little money to purchase them. The schE~me p;::-ov2d 
to be impracticable, and finally the estate V!a3 divided into three lots, 
Pach sold to one of Carlin's three sonso Lot 1, the "~'Ian.sion House. TrG.et,." 
~<as acquired for $871+ in 1835 by James ::arvey Carlino After l<is death, the 
91+-A.cre tract \vas operated as a dairy f[lrm by his son Andre\v and his daugh­
ter Ann. 

Hilliam Ho Cllrtis and Samuel Fe Burdett bought the Carl:in farm in 1887, and 
it ~vas they Hho developed it: as a subdivision for "all EW.n and Homen of 
moderate means or 1vho rcce.i.ve stated s alar ics ~ 11 Planned to take advantage 
of a railroad station '\Vhich has made Carlin Springs (as the area Has then 
knolm) a popular picnic area for Wasl1ingtonians since the 1870s, the devel­
opnlent \·;as nmoecl Glr>:ncarlyn in 1896. 

At first the corporation retained possession of the old house~ After sever 
al changes of mvncrship in the t\Ventieth century_, the property \Vas Eiven by 
Marian Sellers to tl1c Arlington Historical Society in 1975. 

The most notHble architectural feature of the house is i t:s clapbo,;o!rd roo£, 
a form \·Jllich has received little attcntioll fro_.i1 architect.ural schtllars in 

thc.!~~~~--~-:~·n t-:~~~~~-1~~_:-~:~~i~~l:~:t~ :~~·~~~~:~ ~~~c~~~:t ~~)as ~o~al~~ mc-nt~ 
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8. S IGc:U'ICANCE 

sech roofs, and occasional fragmentary survivals have been noted by modern 
students who llere unable until recently to recognize them as a fornr of roof­
ing \·Thich was apparently not unusual in the seventeenth century, and on 
lesser buildings into the nineteenth century, but of which few examples are 
e:xta:1t.. Rarely has one survived in so complete A form as that of the Ball­
Sellers House, t·:hich also retains many associated incidental features such 
as !)ro.cing lat~1s, caulking, and gable-end \veatherboarding. 
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