
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 
!lit COURTHOUSE PLAZA 

SUITE 701 

2 I 00 CLARENDON BOULEVARD 
ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201 

I 7031 3~8·38 I 0 

January 19, 1990 

Arlington County Board 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 

Subject: Historic District Designation 
for Travers Family Graveyard 

Recommendation: Designate as a historic 
district the Travers Family 
Graveyard, including such 
archaeological and natural 
features as the gravestones and 
the holly tree, located on a 
portion of the property known 
as 1309 South Monroe Street, as 
shown on Attachment 4; 

Require fencing around the 
perimeter of the graveyard and 
regular maintenance; 

Require further archaeological 
study if the perimeter of the 
graveyard is encroached by 
development. 

Dear County Board Members; 

In response to a request from the County Board, the 
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) initiated 
proceedings to consider the historical significance of the 
Travers Family Graveyard located at 1309 South Monroe Street. 
The graveyard is in jeopardy because the owners, planning to 
redevelop the property, have petitioned the Circuit Court for 
permission to disinter the graves and move the remains to another 
location. 

Although the graveyard had been identified in 1975 as one of 
18 burial grounds in the County by the Arlington Historical 
Commission and was placed on the Arlington Inventory of Historic 
Resources, only preliminary information on the site was 
available. In order to adequately evaluate the graveyard, the 
HALRB requested the County to commission a study of the property 
and the family associated with it. The research was evaluated by 
the HALRB Survey Committee. At the October 18, 1989, HALRB 
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public hearing, the Survey Conunittee reported that the Travers 
Family Graveyard meets the Arlington criteria for historical 
significance and reconunended its designation. The Survey 
Committee and consultant's reports are enclosed as Attachments 1 
and 2 respectively. Historic maps and a geneaological chart of 
the Travers family are included. 

At the HALRB hearing, the attorney representing the property 
owners did not concur with the Survey Conunittee's evaluation. 
Arlington residents, representatives of the New Arlington-Douglas 
Park and Columbia Heights Civic Associations, and descendants of 
the Travers family testified in support of the designation, 
providing additional information on the history of the family and 
its contributions to the County. There were requests to preserve 
the large holly tree, estimated to be 150 years old, growing 
within the graveyard and to provide for a policy for maintenance 
of the the graveyard. Following the hearing, the HALRB voted 
unanimously to recommend historic district designation of an area 
measuring 25 feet x 45 feet known as the Travers Family Graveyard 
on the property located at 1309 South Monroe Street. A draft 
ordinance for designating the property and a map indicating the 
recommended historic district are enclosed as Attachments 3 and 4 
respectively. 

Seventeen gravemarkers have been identified in the 
graveyard, the oldest dated 1830. However, the exact number of 
burials has not been determined. The archaeologist, an expert in 
burial traditions, who studied the Travers Graveyard noted the 
probability that more than 17 burials took place. Often wooden 
grave markers were used which were dislodged or lost due to 
deterioration. Sometimes graves were left unmarked due to the 
cost of permanent stone markers. Therefore, it was not unusual 
for family graveyards to contain more graves than those 
identified by gravemarkers. Because of this the HALRB is 
requesting further archaeological research in the event that 
development of the property encroaches the perimeter of the 
designated area. The HALRB has further noted the possibile need 
to enlarge the historic district should additional graves be 
discovered. 

The historic preservation movement in the United States has 
evolved from a focus on great events, places and people to an 
appreciation for and concern with everyday people and their 
related events and sites which make up the fabric of our 
communities and commemorate our basic cultural traditions. 

Designation of the Travers Family Graveyard will personalize 
Arlington's early history and identify a specific pioneer family 
whose everyday life on and from the land symbolizes the building 
of the County. These were average people who made their living 
as farmers, passing their land among their children and kin from 
one generation to the next. They provided the County's economic 
foundation through their land and labor, and established the 
social, educational and religious institutions in which our 
contemporary lives are rooted. Recognition of the Travers family 
provides a personal link to Arlington's past through a family of 
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five which was counted among Arlington's sparse rural population 
of 1332 persons in the 1840 Census. The Travers family and its 
heirs occupied various portions of their 30-acre property for 
nearly a century and have been associated with Arlington County 
for 160 years. Descendants of these early pioneers continue to 
live in and make contributions to the County. 

The Travers Family graveyard also has cultural significance 
as a representation of the burial practices and traditions 
prevalent in rural Virginia. The tradition of family burial 
grounds on family property dates back to the early 17th 
century. Family cemeteries originated during the colonial 
period, necessitated by a widely dispersed settlement pattern 
with family homesteads located at great distances from a 
church. Over time family cemeteries became commonplace; once the 
tradition of burying family members on.family land was 
established, subsequent generations maintained the pattern. 
Family graveyards remained the dominant burial pattern in rural 
Virginia until the late 19th century. Few, however, have 
survived urban development. 

Twenty-eight stone gravemarkers have been identified in the 
Travers family graveyard. These are head and footstones marking 
17 graves. The markers include professionally cut marble 
gravestones as well as folk product stones and fieldstones. Some 
contain religious or biblical inscriptions. 

The research on the graveyard did not provide information on 
the age or historical significance of the large Holly tree 
situated within the graveyard. However, Eleanor Lee Templeman 
reports in Arlington Heritage that soldiers serving in the Civil 
War recalled both the graveyard and the tree. There is general 
acknowledgement that the tree has been a part of the graveyard as 
far back as anyone can remember; therefore, it is included in 
this designation recommendation. 

Through designation of the Travers Family Graveyard the 
County will continue to recognize and incorporate the variety of 
social, economic and ethnic groups which contributed to the 
growth and development of the County. 

Sincerely, 

enc. 
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HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD 

::STE:: 

cACKGROUND: 

S:CIST!NG 
CEMETERIES 

::·IHDD!GS: 

SURVEY COMMITTEE 

RE:FORT ~NO RECOMMENDATION - REVI:ED 

October :8, 1969 

Cemetery at 1309 S. Monroe Street 

By letter of March 24, 1989 the New 
Arling~on/Douglas Park Civic Association request1 
the HALRB to consider this property for historic. 
designation. This letter and supporting material · 
provided by the Association were referred to the 
Survey Committee . by the Cha1rmari ~n March :?, 
1989. The Survey Committee submit~ed a maJor1ty 
and a minorit:y repor~ to the HALRE on ~pril :6, 
1989. ~fter discussing these r~port:~. ~he HALRB 
vo~ed to request: the staff ~c gat:ber addit:1cnal 
documentation. A research cont:ract gas awarded a 
the re·port:, "Histori·:::al and 1~.:11ealo•:;ji•:::al Study, 
Travers Family C~metery, 1309 South Monroe Stree 
Arlin·~ton Count7," i:Jas subrni tt:d Sei:·ternber 30, 
1989 .by Robinson and Associates. The Survey 
Committee met: to review the findings of that 
report and thus submits this report. 

The followinq cemeteries are designated historic 
districts either individually or as part of a 
related site: Walker Chapel/C~metery, Eall-Carl.i. 
Cemetery and Lorna:: nME :ion Chur•:::r1:C.:me>:ery. 

: • Th.ls pro~·eri:~.r •:.Jas C• .. i,.i=·.i l.•1 :7eab1'":.l:s1~ :.: , ... 7'8b +:.~ 

the nrlington County Histor1·~ ;,;;,esuU!'".:e-:: ::nvencor 
It ~as one cf the ta ~ther ~ eme~e~.i.~s:~urial 

grounds Ld~ntified in Maren. 1975 Q! the nrlingt 
County Histori~al Ccmmi~si~n. 

:. This property .i.s not ~resen~ly ~ctent~fied er 
•:::ommemorated by any Il1..:":o.:l:i:'l.•:::al ma1·~ e.::'. 

3. ~hile the e~ist.i.ng surviving p~r':1on er cne 
cemetery is believed tc represent cnl y a ,ortion 
of the original site, the surviving portion doe~ 
in and by itself represent an early ~xampl~ of a 
family cemetery in Arlington Cuunty. 

4. !n accordarice with Paragraph U of the HALRB'~ 
"Rules of Fra•:::ti 0:::e and Fro•:i:dure," ':fi..: 3ur..,ey 
Committee has revie~ed the submitted Jo~uments a 
.i.ndividual members have conducted s.i.ce visits. 1 
bas evaluated the presentiy ava.i.lable dccurnen~s 
and the site. The Survey Committee t~nds that it 
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:> Its value as part cf the heritage of the 
0:ountry: .; family burial •Jround of -'lt l.::ast 15 
individuals spanning ~lmost a full century <1830 
co ~. :?15> and traceable to a specific family 
o:Jith living descendants. 

7> Its unique location or singular physical 
characteristics that make it an established er 
familiar visual feature: This plot has survived 
continually throughout the history of ~rlington 
to the present time and is safely <the actual 
human remains> surrounded by a residential 
neighborhood. It has mutely withstood the growth 
of suburbia and the more recent urbani:ation of 
the o:ounty. 

C) Its potential to yield Lnfcrmation important 
the history of the county: This is manifest in i 
very nature as a graveyard. ~he scientific study 
of human remains reveals dat~ concerning social 
status, religion, health, nutrition, demographic 
etc. Surface manifestations also harbor 
socio/religious/economic information. 

10) !ts suitability for preservation or 
restoration: This small cemetery ~ould easily be 
refurbished and would be easy to maintain once i 
was restored. 

11) Its educational value: 7he preservation of a 
site, especially a cemetery, reflects the values 
~f a so~ie~y. 7here is a gro~ing tren~ througbou 
the country to preserve graveyards Ln the path o 
development. Preservation of the Tr~vers plot 
QOuld evidence Arlington's commitmen~ to the pas 
and represent the respect that the contemporary 
residents have for their predecessors. 

1:l !ts historical ~ignificance: This item has 
been covered in the above discussion but can be 
briefly reiterated. ~he Travers cemetery is a 
small plot used for approHimately lOO years, it 
has associaticns ~ith living descendants, and is 
survivor of the continued growth o~ the county. 
Th~ oldest •1rave is l. :;-, years old. 

Further, •.•iewed .ln the •::onte::~ of .= 19th •:entury 
working family in ~~l~~gton c~unty, ~~ also 
possesses significance for: 

- 8eing identified with ~ person er persons Qho 
contributed to the development ot the county; 
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- The verna•:ular elements ~ desi•1n, detailing, 
materials, er craftsmanship~~epresented 1n the 
~urviving gravestones; and 

- Does have physical characteristics that make 
an established or familiar visual neighborbood 
feature. 

RECOMMENDATION: Considering all of the preceding findings, the 
Survey Committee recommends that: 

ll This family cemetery be considered Ly the HA~ 
for designation as a historic district under the 
provisi~ns ct Section 31A of the Zoning Ordinanc! 

:) The boundaries of the recommended historic 
0 iis~ric~ be no less than an area cf appro~ima~el 
45 by :5 feet 1n order to 1ncorporace all of the 
kngwn family burial sites. 

3 l :f desi 0;nated, ;:a. a ~·ro•:edure be developed t 
allc~ for the proper fencing of the area and the 
installation of a suitable historical marker to 
interpret che site to the publi~. 
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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOOICAL mJDY 
TRAVERS FAMU.. Y CEMETERY 

1309 SOt.mi MONROE 51REET, ARUNOTON COUNTI 

. . 
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FOREWORD 

7he follo\\ring study of the small family cemetery at 1309 South Monroe Street was commissioned by 
Arlington. C.Ounty, Virginia. The purpose of the study was ·to provide documentation that would allow 
for a thorough evaluation of its nistonc. architeauraL and archeological significance. The study was 
·~om~leted oy the architectural hi.story and consulting firm of Robinson & Assoaates. wtth Engineenng 
Sciences provtding archeological data ana recommendations. 
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CNTRODUC110N 

The small family cemetery at 1309 S. Monroe Street was originated by and has been pnmanly ass0C1ated 
~tth the Traven family and ir.s hein since the 1830s. According to extant tombstones and oral history. 
memben of the Traven. Whitehead. Dyer. and Whitcraft families are buried there. All except the latter 
lre descendancs of (or people related by mamage to) Jobn and Eliz.abeth Traven. 

OWNERSHIP SUMMARY 

The earliest known owner of the ce·netery rroperty was John Travers, wbo acquired it as pan of a larger 
parcel of land in 1832. from John C useen. In 18Sl. after John's death. the land was subdivided and 
distributed among his children and ··ltfe. (See Family Uneage Chan and Family Record Groups in the 
Appendices A &. B.) The four-and·· -half ac;re lot containing the cemetery, known as Lot •2 on the 
subdivisian plat. was designated for 1\iary Ann.; (Map 1) Six yean later. Mary Ann and her husband 
John W. Clement sold the lot to her brother Henry W. Traven for S400.l When Henry died in 1887. he 
t-equeathed the property to his wtie. Ann or Anna. who conv~ed real estate including the cemetery to 
:nember{SJ oi the Henson family who were relatives of Anna's (see below)." 

rn 1924. a 6.149-square-t'oot lot containing the cemetery, known as Lot •S. was sold for SlO to Herben 
A. Cleveland. most likely a relative of William's son-in-law. Andrew Cleveland.5 (Map 6) One year later. 
Herben conveyed the property to Harry C. Morgan. another son-in-law of William Henson. who 
conv~ed it to William J. and Carrie M. Stuart. in l94S. G This lot is today known as #26001070. in the 
Real Property Code. 

THE CEMETERY"S BEGtNN1NGS 

The Traven family settled in the area as early as 1832. On April 27 of that year. N. John Traven 
( 1803-1837)7 paid S200 for a 30-acre parcel of land at the intersection of Columbia Pike and Olebe 
Street. wllich l\e bought from John Cassecn.a He and his wtfe. Eliz.abeth. nad moved to Virgm1a from 

1 Deed Book N2-U2. p. 432. ':.7 Apnl 1832. 

:Deed Book. 03· 1'3. p. 400. l April 18Sl 

3Deea Boole S-3. p.402. 8 December 18S7. 

"Will Boole 10. p.133. 21 February 1887, probated 3 October 1887: Deed Boole 102. p.165. 2~ 
January 1900. 

5Deect Book :zos. p.133. s May 1924. 

6Deed Boole 238. p.34. 8 April 1925: Deed Boele 667, p.255. 20 April 194S. 

7The 1851 deed refen to Traven as John. His tombsione appean to read •t. N. Traven. • wttile the 
foocstone readS "L N. T: A reference to his will records the name as "N. John Traven. • (The wtll 
itSelf. in Book WB4. p. 158. could not be found.) The latter is assumed to be the correct name. 
Wardell. AJeandria CountV Wills. 1800-70. 

soeea Book N2-U2. p.432. 21 April 1832 
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:he Distnct oi Columbia where their fi~t child Eliza Ann9 had been born. in ,:-l. Their other children 
·.1.·ere: John L ( 1828). Rebecca 11833). Henry W. ( 1835). and Mary Ann 1183i). Lu Trave~ may have 
oeen attracted to the area by the communicauon opponunuies orfered by the Columbia Turnpike. which 
·,1;as completed in 1812. 

The earliest graves in the cemetery are for "M.E. T: (1830) and ·w.T: (1832). They were presumably 
also children of John and Elizabeth. The earlier grave predata John's purchase of the land: the family 
may euher have buried the child there in 1830 with the permission of prmous owners (if the owners 
were family members. for example). or the grave may have been moved to its locauon after the 1832 
purchase. 

Like other cemeteries in the area. the Monroe ~treet Cemetery was not used in connection with any of 
the churches in the area. neither Hunter's Ch2pd (c.1857-9), located at Glebe Road and Columbia Pike. 
nor the Seventh Day Adventist Church (1894?), :·1cated on' the Travers property Lot A (sec below).u 

THE FIRST SUBOMSTON OF TI:JE TRAVERS PROPERTY 

[n 1837. John Traven died at the age of 34, and was buried in the Monroe Street Cemetery. 
Within a year. Elizabeth mamed 26-year-old William P. Taylor (1813-1866), a farmer who was nine 

years her junior.i: In seven years. in 1846. her daughter Eliza Ann (or Ann Eliza) married a George W. 
Taylor.13 A ret3tionsbip between William and George bas not been detemuned. In 1849. Elizabeth anc1 
William Taylor bought a 47-acre market garden southeast of the Columbia Pike-Glebe Road intersecuon. • 
(The property is noted as ·wmiam B. Taylor- on the 1878 map. See Map 3.)1• 

[n a deed dated April l. 1851. the Travers land was subdivided into six lors for Elizabeth and each of 
her five children. (Map 1) Lot A was designated for Elizabeth. Lot 1 for Rebecca. Lot 2 for Mary Ann. 
3 ror John. 4 ror Eliza Ann. and S for Henry. The family homestead is indicated clearly at the Columbia 
?ike·Glebe Road intersea1on. l~ · · 

,In her w1U (Book 10. p. 519) and on the 1857 deed. cited above. she is called Eliza Ann. A 
transcnption of her marriage record refers to her as •Ann Eliza.• (Miller. p. 80) 

1 oU .s. c.ensus RecordS. 1840-80. 

11 Trene Deutermaa. "Histary of the Arlington United Methodist Church." pp. 7-9 (this publication 
lists John Wesley Trawn as a founding member of Hunter's Chapel); intemews w1th Susan Wiseman. 
member of Arlingmn United Methodist Church (9-21-89) and Sara Collins. Ubrarian. Virginia Room. 
Arlington Public u"brary (9-19-89). 

1:C.Cnsus Records: Bruce McCoy, "Reintemment of the BuriaJs at 1309 S. Monroe SL. Arlington. 
Virginia.• Decemaer 1988. p. 3. 

131". Michael Miller (ed), Ajmndria Countv Minjster Returns & Marriage Bonds. 1801-1852, p.154. 

i.aElizabeth Taylor. Claim •20352. Southern Claims Coun. Arlington Public Ubary, from National 
. ..Vchives. 

l!Qeed Book Q3·T3, p.400. 1 April 1851. 
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:..Ot •2. which included the cemetery. was aliened to Mary Ann Travers. tt.e youngest or the family. Six 
::ears later. after her mamage to John W. Cement. Mary Ann sold the four-anG-a-half acre prorerty 
:or S.WO to her brother Henry W .• the sibling closest in age to her. i 6 About this time. Henry 
:named Anna (or Ann). who was bom 1n 1830 and whose parents came from Engtand.17 Since tiis 
father's death. Henry lived with his mother. stepfather. and three stepbrothers. presumably at the house 
.u Columbia Pike and Cilebc Road. Henry and Anna had a daughter named Angeline who was born in 
tsss.1& (Transcriptions of relewnt census rea>rds are induded in Appendix C.) 

ntE CML WAR PERJOO 

A.s an integral pan of the defenses of Washington. O.C.. Arlirigion County was dramatically affected by 
the Civil War. 

?roperty and possessions were confiscated from residents throughout the area. Directly south of the 
iravers pro~. the Federais seized Sewell Corbett's property for Fort Berry, which was erected 1n June 
~863. Named in honor of Major General Hiram G. Berry, who was killed at the battle or 
ChanceUorsvtUe. Virginia. in May 1863. the fort was located about where the present house at 3525 l ith 
Street stands. approltimatety a quarter mile soutll of I.he Monroe Street Cemetery.~9 

Though the cemetery W3S dose to the Con. there has been no record found to date which indicates that 
it was used by I.he U.S. Anny to bury Civil War sotdiers. The onty knowu use of the cemetery during 
the war was as a food preparation area. since it is believed to llave been adjacent to the fort's mess 
tent.:O Officers Quanen were located at 3225 17th StreeL:1 

t6Deed Book S-3. p.402. 8 December 1857. The initial plot of land atlotted Henry from his father's 
atate was apparently sotd almost immediately to the Corbett family. See V.P. Corbett map. 1861. and 
Jeed Book 7. p. -'12. 

~ 7WardeH's Alepndria Countv Wills lists a Hennetta. wife of Henry Travers. whose will is dated 
t841. She could not have been the wtfe of tJlil Henry Travers. since he would have been six years old 
when she died. 

1su.s. Census Records 1860-80 

19National An:bi¥el. RG 94, Adjutant Genent's Records. Index of Repons: Coating & Owen.~ 
Lincgln's Fom, p. 81: Templeman. Arlington Heritage. p. 82. 

:°Eleanor Templeman records the recollcaion of a Civil War veteran who recalled that the 
"barraas' bakers raised their bread on I.he sun-warmed tombstones. Many a loafs bottom was imprinted 
with the dates and names of I.he depaned. • This story is problematical since the stones woutd have !lad 
to have been laid horizontally to pnmde sufftdent surface area. and the bakers would llave !lad to have 
babl1 the bread on the stones for them to retain impressions of the inscriptions. A!linflon Heritage. p. 
32. 

::1eooun1 & Owen. Ljnccln's Forn. p. 81. A connection between the cemetery and a military 
llospiw reputed to have been located at 3520 17th Street has been suggested (see Bruce Mc:O>y Repon. 
p. 6). 01 belWeell I.he cemetery and Camp Convalescent (interview with Bruce McCoy). No 
.iocumentation to snpport or refUte such conncaions has been found. 
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The cemetery tS depicted on an l861 map published by the U.S. Army's Engineenng Department. 1 ~tap 
:) According to this . map. the bounaaries oc the graveyard are estimated to have been lOO to l.50 feet 
·~1de by .+50 to 500 feet long . .:: A search at the records or private cemeteries used in the CMl War has 
not revealed a reterence to the Monroe Street cemetery. ~either was there a claim allowed for tts usc.:.3 

~embers of the familv known to have foumt in the Civil War were Joel H. Whitehead. Efua's son-in· 
law (buried in Arlington Nationa! ~metecy) and tw0 sons of Elizabeth Taylor, Fairfax and Charles w.24 

TiiE CEMETERY IN TiiE L\TE 19™ CENTURY 

[n 1870. Henry's real estate was appraised at S2.000. a substantial sum for the period. (Roben Bau. a 
promment Arlington citizen. owned real estate wonJl Sl0.000 in 1860.) He::iry was descnbed as a 
laborer bv profession. and the occupation for •Annie• was 01ceeping nouse: lihich was the standard term 
for wom~n working at home. The census taker also noted that Anna was unable to wme. :.S 

. ..>.Jll!etine moved out of the house in the 1870s when she married her cousin John Leven Travers. son of 
John Wesley Travers. By 1894. the couple had moved into the house of Jobn's mother. Rachael (Map 
.+) Angeline and John bad three cnildren before Angeline's death. c.1880-86.::6 . .>Jter his wtfe's death. 
Jobn was remamed late in 1886. to Charlotte Csabel Peverill (1868-1931).27 

The 1878 map of Arlington County depictS the cemetery and Travers family houses. (Map 3) One 
cannot rely on the distana:s between these elements as depiacd on the map, since they were often only 
estimates made by the su~r. It is useful to compare this map with the plat map made in the 1857 
deed dividing up John Travers' land. Lots A and 1 would have been sieuatcd between the graveyard and 
Columbia Pike. to the nonb. Loe 2 muse have held the graveyard and the house occupied by •Anna 
TravtS• (sic). (It is noe clear why Anna's name was recorded on the map. rather than Henry's.) Loe 3 
would contain tne noose of Radlael Travers. who was the widow of John Wesley, to whom the lot was 
allocated. Lot -' held the house of Joel H. Whitehead. son-in-law of Eliza Ann. Henrys former Lot S 

::McCoy report. 0 Reintennent of the Burials.• p. S: Templeman. Aflington Heritage. p. 82. 

:JRachael T&avers. who owned land south of the cemetery lot (Lot #3), applied for a claim 
( #19 390). but no record of its allowance bas been found to date. Henry's motber. Elizabeth Taylor. was 
allowed S447 of her claimed $2.250 wonb of materiaJs used for the construction of Fons Richardson and 
Berry ( #20352). The Taylors lived east of Glebe Road. National Archives. RG 92 Office of the 
Quanennaster General. Series 594 List of Headstones. Private ~meteries. 1861-86 & Series E-662 
Burial Records: Microfilm Ml407, Civil War Claims: Transcription .of Claim 20352 in Arlington Public 
Library. 

::"Interview with Irene Dcuterman (grandaughter-iD-law of Joel's), 9-21~ Elizabeth Taylor Civil 
War Claim #203'2. Attington Public Library copy. 

:!£bid. 

: 6Angeline's father <Henry) and Aunt Rebea::a also died prematurely, in 1887. The possible 
existence of a regional ep1dem1c at that time could be explored. 

:7fnterview with ~elen Ster, :6 September 1989. 
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:nust have been located south of the Whitehead house and was possibly incorporated into Sewell 8. 
C4Jrbett's already e:asting real estate holdings in this area. as well as into Joel's holdings.a 

Joel Hibler Whitehead. a veteran of the Civil War. moved to Arlington from Elmira. N.Y .• married 
Laura V .• Eliza's daug.hter. Joel and Laura lived with Eli?.a and their three children. Earning his living 
lS a farmer. Joel was overseer of the roads in Arlington's District -1. Laura worked at home.:.9 In 
1874, Laura died at tbe age of 27 and was buried in the Monroe Street Cemetery. 

Henry died at the age of 51. on August 31. 1887. two months after his sister. Rebecc:a. Both were 
buried in the f'amily cemetery. (See nm section for transcription of gravestones.) In a will probated 
October 3. Henry bequeatbed bis entire estate to Anna.30 By 1900. the property contaJning the cemetery 
wu conveyed to the Henson family.ll Q.P. Strum's map of that date indicates that ·s. ·;, Henson• 
owned about one.and-a-half acres north of "Annie Travers• whose lot was over two acre.;. (Map 5) S. 
H. was Seymour H. Henson. who had been a witness to Henry Travers' will in 1887. He. nson's house is 

represented in an 1894 map. [t must have been rather c:tose to the cemetery, which was across the road 
t'rom the C. F. Corbett house. later 1314 South Monroe StreeLJ: (Map 4) The Henson's were·relatives 
0[ Henry and Anna. but the exact conneaion is not known. In 1880. a nine-year-old girl named Ida 
Henson was living wtth Henry and Anna: [da was descnbed as their niece.33 Likely, euher Anna's 
maiden name was Henson. or she had a brother-in-law named Henson. 

Still largely rural around the turn of the century. development in Arlington County grew dramatically in 
the second quaner of the 20th century. In the 1920s and 30s. a great expansion of the federa! 
government in the District of C.o!umbia area drew large numbers of workers to this area. Between 1920 
and 1940. the county population increased fivefold. In 19'2S. the area bordered by Columbia. Glebe. 
~onroe and l4lb S1reet contained a dozen buildings. By 1938, the number had dout>led.34 

:SFurther deed researdl wou!d determine whether this is indeed the case. Eleanor Lee Temoleman. 
A!lingson Hen9ge. p.82. Qriffitb M. Hopkins. Atlas of Fifteen Miles Ar9und Washington. 1879: 

~ntemew with Irene Oeuterman: Bruce McCoy Repon: Census Records. 1870: Rose. ·~ap of 
Arlington in 1878. • p.28. 

JOwtn Boot 10. p.133. 

3tAnna sold a large southern P'>nion of her lot to William Henson in 1900: however the 1900 
Strum map depim Seymour Hemon living in a smaller lot to the aonJl of Anna. This discrepancy has 
not ben darified in any materiaJs available to date. Deed Book 102. p.165. 24 January 1900: Book 205. 
p.133. 5 May 1924. Also see Maps 3 & 4 of this report. 

32Templeman. p.82. 

330eed Book 102. p.165. 24 January 1900: U.S. Census Record. 1880: Will Book 10. p.133. Zl 
February 1887. probated 3 October 1887. 

34Map of Arlington County, F.ngin~r's Office. August 1925; Map of Arlington. 1938: Rose. 
.-Vlington Countv. Virginia. p. 198. 
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Seymour Henson and his Slbling:s subdivided the Henson property into eight lots. [n 1924. they sold the 
~emetery lot to Herben A. aevetand in 1924. The property. known as Lot •S. totaled 6.149 square 
:eeL.3!' (~ap 6) In 1926. aeveland sold the lot to Harry C. Morgan who 1n tum sold it to William J. 
:ind CJme M. Stuan. in 1945. Between 1925 and 1938. a house and an outbuilding were constructed on 
this lot. the house being muared quite close to the cemetery . .36 (Map 7) The house was still standing in 
1952--it is not known when it was removed. (~ap 8) The structure on the lot (Lot #26001070) today 
:ippears to be the same outbuilding shown on Maps 1 and 8. 

3.SQeed Book 20s. p.133. s May 1924. 

36Deed Book 2:38. p.34. 8 April 1925: Deed Book 667. p.255. ZO April 1945. Arlington County 
Engine;enng Office matJ. August 1925. 
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A. DESCRIP'YiON 

G~nerat :-:ates: 

~elationships between people discussed in this section can be determined by consulting Appendices A & 
3. Grave numbers corresponc1 with the cemetery sketdl which was prepared by Bruce McCoy. an 
.innotated copy of which is contained in Appendix E. .37 There are tw0 predominant cypes or stones: 
?rotessional white marble ston~ ( #s 1. 5, 9, 10. and 14), and folk stones of a gi'ayish hue (Ats 2~. 6. 
lnd 7). The only c:aMng on a stone is the finger pointing to heaven on Stone 9. A popular motif in 
southern graveyardS. the camn~ symbolizes a belief in life hereafter.JS For those stones which are 
insc:nbed. basic vital statistics are provided.. In addition. as is typical of the period. three include 
~pitaphs which are biblical ( #1 & 5) or religious in tone ( #10). 

t. HEAD: Cut stone. white marble. professionaL Broken. only base remains. 
rnscnptioa: 

3. 

~-

• ... years 
·stessed are the [pure in heanj 
for they shaU see Goa:· 

HEAD: Cut stone. gray. folk. ~o insaipuon. 
FOOT: • • 

. HE.AD: • " 
FOOT: Field stone. rounc1ed. Broken. No insaiption.. 

HE.AD: Cul stone. gray, folk. 
lnsaiption: 

•t. N .. TRAVER 
Dyed [Dec?) 1837 
AGED 34 years• 

FOOT: Cul stone. gray, folk. 
[nsc:nption: 

•t: N. T: 

HEAD: Cut stone. while marble. professional.. 
tnscnption: 

"IN MEMORY OF 
HENRY W. TRAVERS 
Died Aug. 31. 1887 
Aged S2 years 
He that believeth in me 
tboagll he were dead. yet 
sball be live. and whosoever 
livedl and belicvedl in 

3itn addition to Robinson & Assodates' observaiioa remrds. this section is base.l on Bruce McCoy's 
·~easurementS. Interment Locauons. and Description of Stones• (June 1989). 

38Gregory James. "Rural Southern G~vestones. • p. 69. 
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me shall n~er die. 
Believest thou this.• 

6. HEAD: Cut stone. gray. folk. 
Cnscnption: 

·w. T. 
Dyed 1832. 

FOCT: Cut stone. white. folk. No inscription. 

7. HEAD: Cut stone. gray, folk. 
Inscription: 

"M. E.T. 
1830. 

FOOT: Fieldstone. No inscription. 

). HEAD: Cut stone. brownish. folk. ~o inscription. 
FOOT: Cut stone. folk. ~o inscnpuon. 

9. HEAD: Cut stone. white marble. professionaJ. Broken base. 
Stone lying between graves 7 and 12; 
Cut stone. white marble. professional Bottom section broken otf. Repaired around edges wtth 
cement (early 20th century). 
Cnscnptioa: 

"[Oone tol heaven­
Cn memory of 
LAURA V. 
Wife of Joel H. Whitehead 
Died April 2{6?], 1874 
Aged 27 years...• 

Carv1ng: dosed hand <Mth index finger pointing at top of stone. Contained <Mthin medallion. 
Cnsened between fmt tw0 lines of tm. 
FOOT: Cut stone. white marble. professional 
Cnscnption: 

·t. v. w.· 

LO. HEAD: Cut sto.ne. white ma~le. professional Broken into five large pieces. four of which 
lie near base slill planted in ground. 
Cnscriptioa: 

"lN MEMORY OF 
REBECCA 
WlFE OF ROBERT OYER 
Died June rr, 1887 
A&ed 5L{brolrenl 
OnJy Asleep• 

FOOT: Cut stone. white marble. professional 
lnscription: 

"R. o.· 

l l. HEAD: Field stone. flat face. ~o insaiption. 
FOOT: Field stone. No insaiptiora. 
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HEAD: Field stone or cut stone. rolk. So inscnpuon. 
FOOT: • 

t3. HE.".D: Fiel<l stone. roun<l. broken. ~o insaiption. 
FOOT: • 

l~. HEAD: C11t Stl'"e. white marble. professionaL 3roken. only base remains. N'o inscnpuon. 

15. HEAD: C11t stone. whitish. folk. No insaiption. 
FOOT: Fieldstone(?), brown. 

?ersons Reputed to be Buried in the Monroe Street Cemetery 

JtscendantS of the Travers fanuly and of neighbors recall oral traditions of others buried in the 
.:emeteey. A granddaughter of John L Travers by his second mamage 1see Family Group Record G·l) 
recaUs being told that Johll L; ltis brother. Charla: father. John W.: and grandparents. John and 
Elizabeth. were all buried in the cemeterv. In addition. five of John L's children. Peart. Marv. James • 
. -\nna and Adie Louise. are said to be bu°ried there. J9 · 

.-\nether descendant remembers being told by his great-aunt. Alice Gott Williams. that her grandfather, 
William B. Dyer. was buned at the cemetery. Became they were deterred by a former owner of the 
property, the great aunt was not able to point out the aac:t grave. 40 William Dyer ( 1820-1873) is likely 
a brother of Roben Dyer ( 1826-1898), whose wtfe Rebea:a is buried in the cemetery (grave AtlO). 

Finally, one person is repuled 10 be buried at the cemetery who was apparently 1101 related to the 
Travers family, but whose family lived nearby. Doretta Doremus Whitaaft (1862-1900) lived in the 
Distnct of Columbia upon tier deatb. but tlad three sisters in Arlington. Family records owned by 
Doretta's niece state that Doretta was "buried in a private cemetery at 1~09 South Monroe Street. 
Arlington. "'1 

B. ARgtEOLOQICAL N5§fSiMfNT OF 1liE CEMETERY 

The Monroe Street Cemetery contains 28 'IUible stone gravemarkers. These stones include proiess1onally 
cut marble gravescoaa. stones which appear to be foJk products. and fieJdstones~ These stone markers 
.ire used as tl~aa a.ad rooacona marking 17 graves which have been previously idenu.tied. 

Although only 17 P2ftS have been identified in the cemetery thus far. it_ is probable that many more 
burials took place iJl Ulis cemetery. In the Middle Allantic and Southern United States during the. 
colonial period and l9tb cenauy, gr.aws were often left unmarked. Woodell gravemarkers sometimes 
were used to memoria!ize the decea'Cd; however. thd type of marker was impermanent and quic'-.ly 

39tnterview with Heten Sher. 9-25-89. Susan W°tSeman. long-time member of the Arlington United 
~ethodist Churdl. also remembered nearing that John Wesl~ was buned in the Monroe Street C­
emetery. Interview. 9-.21-89. John W. was an active member of the church. 

"°Tnterview witb John Gott. 9-21-89. 

" 1Interview with Adeline Robenson. 9-18-89. 
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J£Wtanrai. lJl ouaa 1nsWMXS. flmilica were iinanct11Uv unaoie to procure pwmarken at Ute ume ci 
.:.:aua am 111C1l mll'Mft were nee.er er~. !n men ccmc:a:na wlucll csa10 10 th~ 19tll c::a11'11iy or 
~till::. Lhue ua mare bunala IJlu are repre1e11tOCI by the ~arun. 

:':'\e c:ana111111y 1u.cil i5 a tam:i,i ~ wna wutlid ha~ bel:ll UIUCll.C( wtlb a 19'!1 eennuy restdena 
J\l,ac:cm& to ic. Tha pncucc a& bUMnl tamuy manDera IA ccma.ersa luc:au::a an fallllly Pf'01'Cft1 ca\41 
':'•CIC ta tJaa ..n, l7tll ccaL111Y an Virpia aad Maeyllnd. initilily. the wiaeiY dilpcrsea setticmcnt pat· 
:wru 1• u.e 0-,..U ropon diaarm &be pnmi:a u! pl&D&auan Danal. ne smaJl nazn.ba ot cluucica 
tocat.& aa sr-i cblla- a.,an Pl"!ailllcc ~ lnlnai Car all 'but time !'CftGU lMn& 1n close 
rrmlimity LO lll• ctnua. Olllizag 1u cotamat pcnm LA tm aca~ r•&IUll ana lie 3oa\Jlcrn l.Jnilca 
Sta* in 1-.t. hriU ia family c;eftMMOl'I• ... daA ~ butta.I panem. Oac:e tile precalCDl 
:ilr buna& ia t.aau, ccmaaer- wu Ml. 1u.blequem pncnuona caauaaea ta lbl1ow IL Tilerdlre. 111c: 

;ra~ anmaHlll '°be cunomasy in \Dia~· in&e ~· lata 19\ll cenun-y.': 

-:1li:-u:~ rqtn:ICll1:I a 1ytie of bunal pr»CUCll wn• ._ ".:~ common ia ptewms cauunea. It 
ll1uWG be "°'°'" ~. i.iaa the 1ncr._ m d~••ap.meaa Ln 11111 r.,.ua na1 depleted u1e numoer t'lf 
;3m11y ~ su&I CXWlt. 

Ne> remmmeldltlml ii bC111 maoe on t11c bi:mmcal or arcaluaunl 3iglltftcanm o( IM T~n Cane••~ 
llltlldl wauM& wrc away Ul• 11eaa10n-m111D1 ro&c Cram ••• ~ A&a alld l.admar• a.vMw 
Board {HALRB) aaa tae cwui, BOUa. Par anc purpmo m ..-.., tbc HAL.al ua C.Owu~ 11aif in 
1ha pr~ at uae --. ar Ill CMC Ulen sncnuca ~ a 11111 Gcdlk- tu ma- 1n. gr ...... I.hill rcpm 
report lllMa lbe rauawm1 ~uo111 mr ucnea1apcaL lJM:ld!ltiua: 

If dlweiopmem pJ1m lllCall&ate tne lllCMlll at me !'ttonrac ~u.i CcmctlclT, t& tboWd be 
cmap-.., rccDld.l!ld pnar W any paam& dUlUIDlal aaMUcl. Thja woUd 1Dcil111M lM rem~ 
of ea 11Da8 aa:ordin& ta maaenat IJICl siyte. eacn smn.: mou111 bl mcmuaa •. drawtt ••ci 
p~ 

Ui addiaio .. lM p~ ...,.. ... bl , • ...., IO dela1nma tne im=senc:e or IDsmlCI a! &ddiUOIW 
tourWI WIUdl mav be iiamartaL A Ovil Wu era map dCptCU u1e ccmewy u mucn lar!cr t!lan 
1u prcacaa ~- Thia ~ crnud haw boa u.a 1ua oi CM& War tnanalS lll IGdlUOn 
•o 'UmlllUd rama&y tlanab. Rcmate scasaa1 snoaki be used to <Setarmuae lle praen& or 
aDlmCll m ICldhiDa.a tnaria"9 'Mia \M ram numbor o' Ut• P• ha& bila O.ccrmmed u1e 
CC11111J &aoldd be mapped usan11uu1n.aDd1 ai&e map slla11!4l be :uae stt0Wtn1 the 
praam oi ll'IWS. bcMll mar-.. ad • ..., ...... 

IC UMs arm- arc c:IWalal ta bo aaowod. tho ~lion be done i.,, •• UdaMDia9"L n11 wt 
e-. ma pmpir rccaruaama ot tbl "tstonc auntnata at the burtais. &di body slloaJd be 
reDal'llll .,.a1ea, ana run.a wtia tile 1ppcopri.o paftlllUw. if inw-L 

Al Ill& mmpllliml or uus pmfeCI. a repan sba11M be prefMilll wnidl delcrtbel ell• gmionslril8n. 
ta. 1 'iD cmum. and caca af the banall. It wuua indudc: 1..., at the c:emm.,,, 
pDocapaplla llDd clnWlllfl or caca smenwur. ua pnompapm ai cacn .,..,. u .... ,.._ 
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~rling~on County Deed Book Q3-T3. aook i, ?age 400, l A?ril :as1 
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~~nvirons of Washinqton~ Prepared from oriq~nal Surveys 
in the Engineer Department. 1861 
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G • .:1. Hopkins l"379 "A.tlas of Fifteen Mile·s A.round Washington •.• '' 

Graveyard is directly left of major intersection at center of ~ap. 
It is indicated as "Gr.Yd." 
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MAP 4 

G.M. Hopkins 1894 "~ap of the Vicinity of Washington, J.C. 
Graveyard is located ~irectly below the intersection noted 
~ear ~he upper right-hand corner of the map. ~ote family 
names such as Travers and Whitehead along dark diagonal line. 
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G.~. Strum 1900 Detailed map of Alexandria. 
~late family names ;uch as Henson, Whitehead and 
7ravers alcnq diagonal road extending from center 
of map down to the lower left-hand corner. 
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MAP '7 

1938 m~~ located at Arlington County ~ublic 
Library 

Graveyard is located in lot directly below that 
labeled S.H. Henson (center, top). 
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MAP 8 

Plat Book of Arlington· County, Virginia 
Franklin Survey Co., Philadelphia, 1952 
(tracing). 
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13~9 5. Monroe St., Arlington, Va. .. 
OIAGRAH OF CEMETERY 
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• 'l'hi s stone appears to miu-k Lhe · foot of Grave 2. 
•• •rhis stone appears to I.le ..a .random field.stone. 
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DRAFT ORDINANCE (12/14/89) 

Z-2382-89-HD 
PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION 

TRAVERS FAMILY GRAVEYARD 
1309 SOUTH MONROE STREET 

AN ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO HISTORICAL AFFAIRS ANO LANDMARK REVIEW 
BOARD SUBMITTAL Z-2382-89-HO TO ESTABLISH AS A HISTORIC DISTRICT 
THE TRAVERS FAMILY GRAVEYARD, INCLUDING SUCH ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND 
NATURAL FEATURES AS THE GRAVESTONES AND THE MATURE HOLLY TREE_, 
LOCATED ON A 45 FOOT BY 25 FOOT PORTION OF THE PARCEL OF LAND 
KNOWN AS 1309 SOUTH MONROE STREET, AND TO SHOW IT ACCORDINGLY AS 
AN OVERLAY ON THE ZONING MAP. 

BE IT ORDAINED that, in order to serve the public necessity, 
convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practices and 
principles of historic preservation, the Travers Family 
Graveyard, including such archaeological and natural features as 
the gravestones and the mature holly tree located on a 45 foot by 
25 fo.ot portion of the parcel of real property known as 
1309 South Monroe Street, is hereby designated as a historic 
district pursuant to the Historical Affairs and Landmark. Review 
Board submittal Z-2382-89-HD on file in the office of the Zoning 
Administrator and the zoning map is hereby amended to show the 
designation as an overlay. The boundaries of this historic 
district are shown on the attached maps and shall be as 
follows: on the north, a line 6 feet from the north property 
line: on the south, a line 51 feet from the north property line: 
on the west, the west property line: and on the east, a line 25 
feet from the west property line • . The mature holly _ tree is 
located approximately 16 feet from the north property line and 
approximately 12 feet from the west property line. 

MAG:MON-ORD 
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