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ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA
HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD

January 19, 1990

Arlington County Board
2100 Clarendon Boulevard
Arlington, Virginia 22201
‘ Subject: Historic District Designation
for Travers Family Graveyard

Recommendation: Designate as a historic
district the Travers Family
Graveyard, including such
archaeological and natural
features as the gravestones and
the holly tree, located on a
portion of the property known
as 1309 South Monroe Street, as
shown on Attachment 4;

Require fencing around the
perimeter of the graveyard and
regular maintenance;

Require further archaeological
study if the perimeter of the
graveyard is encroached by
development.

Dear County Board Members;

In response to a request from the County Board, the
Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB) initiated
proceedings to consider the historical significance of the
Travers Family Graveyard located at 1309 South Monroe Street.
The graveyard is in jeopardy because the owners, planning to
redevelop the property, have petitioned the Circuit Court for

permission to disinter the graves and move the remains to another
location.

Although the graveyard had been identified in 1975 as one of
18 burial grounds in the County by the Arlington Historical
Commission and was placed on the Arlington Inventory of Historic
Resources, only preliminary information on the site was
available. 1In order to adequately evaluate the graveyard, the
HALRB requested the County to commission a study of the property
and the family associated with it. The research was evaluated by
the HALRB Survey Committee. At the October 18, 1989, HALRB
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public hearing, the Survey Committee reported that the Travers
Family Graveyard meets the Arlington criteria for historical
significance and recommended its designation. The Survey
Committee and consultant's reports are enclosed as Attachments 1
and 2 respectively. Historic maps and a geneaological chart of
the Travers family are included.

At the HALRB hearing, the attorney representing the property
owners did not concur with the Survey Committee's evaluation.
Arlington residents, representatives of the New Arlington-Douglas
Park and Columbia Heights Civic Associations, and descendants of
the Travers family testified in support of the designation,
providing additional information on the history of the family and
its contributions to the County. There were requests to preserve
the large holly tree, estimated to be 150 years old, growing
within the graveyard and to provide far a policy for maintenance
of the the graveyard. Following the hearing, the HALRB voted
unanimously to recommend historic district designation of an area
measuring 25 feet x 45 feet known as the Travers Family Graveyard
on the property located at 1309 South Monroe Street. A draft
ordinance for designating the property and a map indicating the
recommended historic district are enclosed as Attachments 3 and 4
respectively.

Seventeen gravemarkers have been identified in the
graveyard, the oldest dated 1830. However, the exact number of
burials has not been determined. The archaeologist, an expert in
burial traditions, who studied the Travers Graveyard noted the
probability that more than 17 burials took place. Often wooden
grave markers were used which were dislodged or lost due to
deterioration. Sometimes graves were left unmarked due to the
cost of permanent stone markers. Therefore, it was not unusual
for family graveyards to contain more graves than those
identified by gravemarkers. Because of this the HALRB is
requesting further archaeological research in the event that
development of the property encroaches the perimeter of the
designated area. The HALRB has further noted the possibile need
to enlarge the historic district should additional graves be
discovered.

The historic preservation movement in the United States has
evolved from a focus on great events, places and people to an
appreciation for and concern with everyday people and their
related events and sites which make up the fabric of our
communities and commemorate our basic cultural traditions.

Designation of the Travers Family Graveyard will personalize
Arlington's early history and identify a specific pioneer family
whose everyday life on and f£rom the land symbolizes the building
of the County. These were average people who made their living
as farmers, passing their land among their children and kin from
one generation to the next. They provided the County's economic
foundation through their land and labor, and established the
social, educational and religious institutions in which our
contemporary lives are rooted. Recognition of the Travers family
provides a personal link to Arlington's past through a family of
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five which was counted among Arlington's sparse rural population
of 1332 persons in the 1840 Census. The Travers family and its
heirs occupied various portions of their 30-acre property for
nearly a century and have been associated with Arlington County
for 160 years. Descendants of these early pioneers continue to
live in and make contributions to the County.

The Travers Family graveyard also has cultural significance
as a representation of the burial practices and traditions
prevalent in rural Virginia. The tradition of family burial
grounds on family property dates back to the early 17th
century. Family cemeteries originated during the colonial
period, necessitated by a widely dispersed settlement pattern
with family homesteads located at great distances from a
church. Over time family cemeteries became commonplace; once the
tradition of burying family members on.family land was
established, subsequent generations maintained the pattern.
Family graveyards remained the dominant burial pattern in rural
Virginia until the late 19th century. Few, however, have
survived urban development.

Twenty-eight stone gravemarkers have been identified in the
Travers family graveyard. These are head and footstones marking
17 graves. The markers include professionally cut marble
gravestones as well as folk product stones and fieldstones. Some
contain religious or biblical inscriptions.

The research on the graveyard did not provide information on
the age or historical significance of the large Holly tree
situated within the graveyard. However, Eleanor Lee Templeman
reports in Arlington Heritage that soldiers serving in the Civil
War recalled both the graveyard and the tree. There is general
acknowledgement that the tree has been a part of the graveyard as
far back as anyone can remember; therefore, it is included in
this designation recommendation.

Through designation of the Travers Family Graveyard the
County will continue to recognize and incorporate the variety of
social, economic and ethnic groups which contributed to the
growth and development of the County.

Sincerely,

).
é}&/yﬁLéuy
ail Baker

Chairman

enc.
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ATTACHMENT 1 , ¢

HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW BOARD
SURVEY COMMITTEE

REFORT AND RECCMMERDATION - REVISED

caTE: October :2, 1989
“ROFERTY: Cemetery at 130¢ 5. Monroe Street
ACKGROUND By letter of March 2%, 178F the Hew

arlington/Douglas Fark Civic Associstion reguest
the HALRB to consider this property for historis
designation. This lstter and supporting material
rrovided by the Assozistion were referred to the
Survey Committee Ly the Chairman cn Marach 27,
1789. The Survey Committee submittsd & majority
and & minority report to the HALRE on april &,

?89. after discussing these vr=2ports. the HALRE
votad to reqJuest the staff to Jather additional
documentstion. & resear:ch contract was swarded a
the report, "Historicsl and aeuealugxﬁ 1l Study,
Travers Familyv Cemetery, 130F Sguth Monraos Stree
arlington County," was submitt=sd September 30,
1789 .by Robinson and Associates. The Survey
Committee met to review the findings of that
report and thus submits this rerpart.

EXISTING The following cemeterises sre designataed histcrlc

CEMETERIES districts =2i1ther i1ndividuslily or ss part of s
related site: Walker Charpel s Temstery, Fall-Carl:
Cemetery and Lama: aME Zion Churcn/ CTsmetsry.

TIHNDINGS: i. This property wss auded 1o Februasry, .F58& %
the arlington County Histgri: Rescur:=s Inventaor
It was one of the 18 uvther .smeceri=s, ourisl
Jrounds identified 1n Msren, 1775 w7 the arlinget
County Historical Caommiszsion.
2. This property 1s not pressntly Ld2ntified cr
commenorastad by anvy historical marek=:.

-

3. While the =wisting sSurviving portiaon of the
cemetery is believed to represent cnly & mortion
aof the original site, the surviving portion does
in and by 1tself represent an early erxample of &
family cemetery in arliagton Countv.

4. In accordance with Faragravh V of the HALRE's
"Rules or Fractice and Proacedure,” -he survey
Cammitte2 has reviswed the submitted Jdocuments
tndividual members have conducted site visits.
has esvaluated the npresently svailable Jdocuments
and the site. The Survey Cammittes finds that ot
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LS a site meetiny the [following oriteris:
1) Its value as part of the heritage of the
country: A family burial Jround of zt l2ast LS
individuals spanning slmost s full century (1830
ta 2. 1F15) and traceable to s speciric family
with living Jdescendants.

7) Its unigue lozation Or singular physical
characteristics that make Lt an =stablished ar
familiar visual feature: This plot has survived
continually throughout the history of arlington
to the present time and 1s safely (the actual
human remains) surraunded by &8 residential
rierghborhood. It has mutely withstood the growth
af suburbis and the more recent urbanization of
the county.

2y Its potentisl to vieldd Loformation impartant
the history of the county: This 1s manifest 1n 1
vary nature ss a gravevard. The scientific studvy
of human remains r=veals datd :concerning social
status, religicn, health, autriticn, demographi:
2t2. Surface manifestsaticons aslso harvor

3010/ r2ligious/ez0nomis informaticn.

10) Its suitsbility for preservation aor
restoration: This small cemetery could sasily be
refurbished and wouldl be easv to maintain once 1
was rastored.

11) Its educstionsl value: The preservation af s
si1te, sespecisily s ce2metery, reflscts the values
af 5 sowiezv. Thers 1s 5 Jrowing terend throughou
the sguntry Lg pressrve gravevarde wn the path o
ievelopment. Fressrvation of the Trsvers plot
would evidensce Arlington’s cammitment to the pas
and represent the respect that the contemporary
residents hsve for their predecessors.

12) Its historical significance: This 1tem has
been covered 1n the sbove discussion but can ke
briefly reiterataed. The Travers cemetsrv is a
small plot used for approxzimately 100 years, it
has associations with living descendants, and is
survivor of the continued Jrowth of the county.
The oldest grave 1s 159 years old.

Further, viewed in the zcontext of & 17th century
working family 1n arliagton County, it also
possesses sSigjniricance for:

- Being i1dentifisd with a person or persons who
contributed to the development of the county;






RECCMMENDATICN:

dns”
- The vernacular elements ?? design, Jdetailing,
materials, cr craftsmanshiprrepresentad in the
SUrviviIng Jravestones; and

- Coes have physical characteristics that make
an established or familiar visual neighborhood
feature.

Considering all of the preceding findings, the
Survey Committee recommends that:

1) Tais family cemetery Le considered Ly the HAL
for designation as & historic district under the
provisions of Section 31A of the Zoning Jdrdinana

houndaries of the recommended histori:
ri2it e no less Lhan an aresa of spproximacal
v 25 feet .Ln grder to iacgorrporace all of the
amily Lurial sites.

3) If designated, ehw a procedure be developed t
allow for the proper fensoing of the srea and the
instsllation of a3 suitable historical marker to
interpret the site to the public.
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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL STUDY
TRAVERS FAMILY CEMETERY
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FOREWORD

The following study of the smail family cemetery at 1309 South Monroe Street was commissioned by
Arlington. County, Virginia. The purpose of the study was t0 provide documentation that would allow
for a thorough evaluation of its histornc, architectural, and archeological significance. The study was
-ompieted oy the architectural history and consuiting firm of Robinson & Associates. with Enzmeenng
Sciences providing archeological data and recommendations.
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INTRODUCTION

The small familv cemetery at 1309 S. Monroe Street was originated by and has been pnmarily associated
with the Travers family and its heirs since the 1830s. According to extant tombstones and oral history,
members of the Travers, Whitehead, Dyer, and Whitcrait families are buried there. All except the latter
are descendants of (or people related by marmage to) John and Elizabeth Travers.

QWNERSHIP SUMMARY

The earliest known owner of the ce'netery Propeny was John Travers, who acquired it as part of a larger
parcei of land in 1832, from John C asseen.' I[n 1851, after John's death. the land was subdivided and
distributed among his children and ‘vife. (See Family Lineage Chart and Family Record Groups in the
Appendices A & B.) The four-and~ -half acre lot containing the cemetery, known as Lot #2 on the
subdivision plat, was designated for w{ary Ann.- (Map 1) Six years later, Mary Ann and her husband
John W. Clement soid the lot 10 her brother Henry W. Travers for S400.2 When Henry died in 1887, he
oequeathed the property to his wife. Ann or Anna. who conveved real estate including the cemetery to
member(s) of the Henson family who were reifauves of Anna’s (see below).*

[n 1924, a 6,149-square-foot lot containing the cemetery, known as Lot #5, was sold for 510 to Herbert
A. Cleveland. most likely a relatuve of William's son-in-law, Andrew Cleveland.’ (Map 6) One year later,
Herbert conveved the property to Harry C. Morgan, another son-in-law of William Heason. who

conveved it 10 William J. and Carrie M. Stuart, in 1945.° This lot is today known as #26001070, in the
Real Property Code. :

THE CEMETERY'S BEGINNINGS

The Travers family settled in the area as eariy as 1832, On April 27 of that year. N. John Travers
(1803-1837)7 paid S200 for a 30-acre parcel of land at the intersection of Columbia Pike and Glebe
Street. which he bought from John Casseen.? He and his wife, Elizabeth. had moved to Virgima from

!Deed Book N2-UZ2, p. 432, 27 Apni 1832
*Deed Book. Q3-T3. p. 400, 1 April 1851
Deed Book S-3, p.402, 8 December 1357.

‘Will Book 10, p.133, 21 February 1887, probated 3 October 1887; Deed Book 102, p.165. 24
January 1900.

SDeed Book 205, p.133, S May 1924.
Deed Book 238, p.34, 8 April 1925: Deed Book 667, p.255, 20 April 1945.
"The 1851 deed refers to Travers as John. His tombstone appears to read “L. N. Travers." while the

footstone reads °L N. T." A reference to his will records the name as "N. John Travers." (The wil

itself, in Book WB4, p. 158, could not be found.) The latter is assumed to be the correct name.
Wardell, Alexandria County Wiils '

3Deed Book N2-UZ. p.432, 27 April 1832
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dage 2

‘he Distnct of Columbia where therr first child Eliza Ann? had been born. in  .24. Their other children
were: John L. (1828), Rebecca (1833). Henry W. (1835), and Mary Ann (1837).!% Travers may have
een attracted to the area by the communicauon opportunities otfered by the Columbia Turnpike. which
was completed in 1812,

The earliest graves in the cemetery are for "M.E.T." (1830) and "W.T." (1832). They were presumably
aiso childrea of John and Elizabeth. The earlier grave predates John's purchase of the land: the famly
may either have buried the child there in 1830 with the permission of previous owners (if the owners

were family members, for example), or the grave may have been moved to its location after the 1832
purchase.

Like other cemeteries in the area. the Monroe Street Cemetery was not used in connection with any of
the churches in the area. neither Hunter's Chapel (c.1857-9), located at Glebe Road and Columbia Pike,
nor the Seventh Day Adventist Church (1894?), :2cated on the Travers property Lot A (see beiow).l!

HE FIRST SUBDIVISION OF THE TRAVERS PROPERTY

[n 1837. John Travers died at the age of 34, and was buried in the Monroe Street Cemetery.

Within a vear, Elizabeth married 26-vear-old William P. Taylor (1813-1866), a farmer who was nine
vears her junior.i* [n seven vears. in 1846, her daughter Eliza Ann (or Ann Eliza) married a George W.
Taylor.!3 A reiationship berween William and George has not been determined. In 1849, Elizabeth and
William Taylor bought a 47-acre market garden southeast of the Columbia Pike-Glebe Road intersection. *
(The property is noted as “William B. Tayior* on the 1878 map. See Map 3.)i

[n a deed dated April 1. 1851, the Travers land was subdivided into six lots for Elizabeth and each of
her five children. (Map 1) Lot A was designated for Elizabeth, Lot 1 for Rebecca, Lot 2 for Mary Ann,

3 for John, 4 for Eliza Ann. and 5 for Henry. The family homestead is indicated clearily at the Columbia
Pike-Glebe Road intersection.!s

'In her wiil (Book 10. p. 519) and on the 1857 deed. cited above, she is called Eliza Ann. A
transcription of her marnage record refers to her as "Ann Eliza." (Miller, p. 80)

10U.S. Census Records, 1840-80.

‘1rene Deuterman, “History of the Arlington United Methodist Church.” pp. 7-9 (this publication
lists John Wesley Travers as a founding member of Hunter’s Chapet); interviews with Susan Wiseman,

member of Arlington United Methodist Church (9-21-89) and Sara Collins, Libranan, Virginia Room.
Arlington Public Library (9-19-89).

12Census Records: Bruce McCoy, "Reinternment of the Burials at 1309 S. Monroe St., Arlington,
Virginia." December 1988, p. 3.

I3T. Michael Miller (ed), Alexandria Countv Minister Returns & Marriage Bonds, 1801-1852, p.154.

'4Elizabeth Tayior. Claim #20352, Southern Claims Court. Arlington Public Libary, from National
Archives.

1*Deed Book Q3-T3. p.400. 1 April 1851.
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?age 3

ot #2, which included the cemetery, was allotted to Mary Ann Travers. the voungest of the family. Six
vears later, after her marnage to John W. Clement. Mary Ann sold the four-anc-a-haif acre pronerty

‘or S400 to her brother Henry W., the sibling closest in age to her.i® About this time. Henry

married Anna (or Ann), who was born in 1830 and whose parents came from England.!” Since his
{ather’s death. Henry lived with his mother, stepfather, and three siepbrothers, presumably at the house
at Columbia Pike and Glebe Road. Henry and Anna had a daughter named Angeline who was borm in
1858.18 (Transcriptions of relevant census records are included in Appendix C.)

WAR PERIO

As an integral part of the defenses of Washington. D.C.. Arlirgton County was dramaticaily affected by
the Civil War. :

Property and possessions were confiscated from residents throughout the area. Directly south of the
Travers property. the Federals seized Seweil Corbett's property for Fort Berry, which was erected in June
1363. Named in honor of Major Generai Hiram G. Berry, who was killed at the battle of
Chancetlorswiile, Virginia, in May 1863, the fort was located about where the present house at 3525 17th
Street stands. approximately a quarter mile south of the Monroe Street Cemetery.:?

Though the cemetery was close to the fort, there has been no record found to date which indicates that
it was used by the U.S. Army to bury Civil War soldiers. The onily known use of the cemetery during

the war was as a food preparation area, since it is believed to have been adjacent to the fort's mess
tent.® Officers Quarters were located at 3225 17th Streer.”!

16Deed Book S-3, p.402, 8 December 1857. The initial plot of land allotted Henry from his father’s

estate was apparently soid almost immediately to the Corbett family. See V.P. Corbett map, 1361. and
Deed Book 7, p. 412

"Wardell's Alexandria Countv Wills lists a Hennetta, wife of Henry Travers, whose wiil is dated

1341. She couid not have been the wife of this Heary Travers, since he wouid have been six vears old
whea she died.

18(J.S. Census Records 1860-80

|9National Archives, RG 94, Adjutant General's Records, [ndex of Reports: Cooling & Owen. Mr.
Lincoin's Forts, p. 81; Templeman, Arlingron Heritage, p. 82

“OEleanor Templeman records the recollection of a Civil War veteran who recailed that the
“barracks’ bakers raised their bread on the sun-warmed tombstones. Many a loaf’s bottom was imprinted
with the dates and names of the departed.” This story is problematical since the stones would have had
10 have been laid horizonully 10 provide sufficient surface area. and the bakers would have had to have

baked the bread on the stones for them to retain impressions of the inscriptions. Arlingron Heritage, p.
s

“1Cooling & Owen, Lincoin’s Forts, p- 81. A connection between the cemetery and a mulitary
hospital reputed to have been located at 3520 17th Street has been suggested (see Bruce McCoy Report,
p. 6), o1 berween the cemetery and Camg Convalescent (interview with Bruce McCoy). No
documentation to snpport or refute such connections has been found.
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Page 4

The cemetery 1s depicted on an 1861 map published by the U.S. Army's Engineering Department. (Map
1) According to this.map. the boundaries of the gravevard are estimated to have been 100 to 150 feet
wide by 430 to 300 feet long.~= A search of the records of private cemeteries used in the Civil War has
a0t revealed a reference to the Monroe Street cemetery. Neither was there a claim allowed for its use.=

Members of the family known to have fought in the Civil War were Joel H. Whitehead, Eliza's son-in-
law (buried in Arlington National Cemetery) and two sons of Elizabeth Taylor, Fairfax and Charles W.24

X 19TH

[n 1870. Henry's real estate was appraised at $2,000, a substantial sum for the period. (Robert Ball. a
prominent Arlington citizen, owned real estate worth $10.000 in 1860.) Heary was described as a
laborer by profession. and the occupation for "Annie* was "keeping house,” vhich was the standard term
for women working at home. The census taker also noted that Anna was unable (0 write.=

Angeline moved out of the house in the 1870s when she married her cousin John Leven Travers. son of
John Wesiev Travers. By 1894, the coupie had moved into the house of John's mother. Rachael. (Map
4) Angeline and John had three children before Angeline’s death, c.1880-86.% After his wife’s death,
John was remarned late in 1886. to Charlotte I[sabel Peverill (1868-1931).%7

The 1878 map of Arlington County depicts the cemetery and Travers family houses. (Map 3) One
cannot refy on the distances between these ciements as depicted on the map, since they were oftea only
estimates made by the survevor. [t is useful to compare this map with the plat map made in the 1857
deed dividing up John Travers’ land. Lots A and 1 would have been situated between the gravevard and
Columbia Pike, to the north. Lot 2 must have held the graveyard and the house occupied by ‘Anna
Travis® (sic). (It is not clear why Anna’'s name was recorded on the map, rather than Henry’s.) Lot 3
would contain the housé of Rachael Travers, who was the widow of John Wesley, 10 whom the lot was
allocated. Lot 4 held the house of Joel H. Whitehead, son-in-law of Eliza Ann. Henry's former Lot 5

=McCoy report. "Reinterment of the Buriais.” p. 5; Templeman. Arlington Heritage, p. 82

SRachael Tiavers. who owned land south of the cemetery lot (Lot #3), applied for a claim
(#19 390), but no record of its allowance has been found to date. Henry's mother, Elizabeth Tayior, was
allowed S447 of her claimed $2,250 worth of materials used for the construction of Forts Richardson and
Berry (#20352). The Taylors lived east of Glebe Road. National Archives, RG 92 Office of the
Quartermaster General, Series 594 List of Headstones, Private Cemeteries, 1861-86 & Series E-662

Burial Records: Microfilm M1407, Civil War Claims: Transcription of Claim 20352 in Arlington Public
Library.

“‘Interview with Irene Deuterman (grandaughter-in-law of Joel's), 9-21-89; Elizabeth Taylor Civil
War Claim #20352, Arlington Public Library copy.

Shid.

-SAngeline’s father (Henry) and Aunt Rebecsa aiso died prematurely, in 1887. The possible
existence of a regional epidemic at that time could be explored.

“Interview with Yelen Sker, 26 September 1989.
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Page 5

must have been located south of the Whitehead house and was possibly incorporated into Sewell B.
Corbett's already existing real estate holdings in this area. as weil as into Joel's holdings.<

Joet Hibler Whitehead. a veteran of the Civil War, moved t0 Arlington from Elmira, N.Y., married
Laura V., Eliza’s daughter. Joel and Laura lived with Eliza and their three children. Eamning his living
as a farmer. Joel was overseer of the roads in Arlington’s District #1. Laura worked at home.< [n
1874, Laura died at the age of 27 and was buried in the Monroe Street Cemetery.

Henry died at the age of 51, on August 31, 1887, two months after his sister, Rebecca. Both were
buried in the family cemetery. (See next section for transcription of gravestones.) In a will probated
Octaber 3, Heary bequeathed his entire estate to Anna.3® By 1900, the property containing the cemetery
was conveved to the Henson family.3! G.P. Strum’s map of that date indicates that *S. 4. Henson"
owned about one-and-a-half acres north of *Annie Travers® whose lot was over two acrei. (Map 35) S.
H. was Sevmour H. Henson. who had been a witness to Henry Travers’ will in 1887. Henson's house is
represented in an 1894 map. [t must have been rather ciose to the cemetery, which was across the road
from the C. F. Corbert house. later 1314 South Monroe Street3* (Map 4) The Henson's were-relatives
of Henry and Anna, but the exact connection is not known. [n 1880, a nine-vear-oid girl named Ida
Henson was living with Henry and Anna: [da was described as their niece.33 Likely, enther Anna’s
maiden name was Henson. or she had a brother-in-law named Henson.

THE CEMETERY IN THE 20TH CENTURY

Still largeiy rural around the turn of the century, development in Arlington County grew dramatically in
the second quarter of the 20th century. [n the 1920s and 30s, a great expansion of the federal
government in the District of Columbia area drew large numbers of workers t0 this area. Berween 1920
and 1940, the counry popuiation increased fivefold. [n 1925, the area bordered by Columbia. Glebe,
Monroe and 14th Street contained a dozen buildings. By 1938, the number had doubled.*

SFurther deed research would determine whether this is indeed the case. Eleanor Lee Templeman.
Arlington Heritage, p.82. Griffith M. Hopkins. Atlas of Fifteen Mil und Washington, 1879.

“Mnterview with Irene Deuterman: Bruce McCoy Report; Census Records. 1870; Rose, "Map of
Arlington in 1878,° p.28.

Xwill Book 10, p.133.

3Anna sold a large southern purtion of her lot to William Henson in 1900: however the 1500
Strum map depicts Seymour Henson living in a smaller lot to the north of Anna. This discrepancy has
not ben clarified in any materiais availabie to date. Deed Book 102, p.165, 24 January 1900; Book 208,
p.133, 5 May 1924. Also see Maps 3 & 4 of this report

32Tempieman, p.82

33Deed Book 102, p.165, 24 January 1900; U.S. Census Record, 1880: Will Book 10, p.133. 21
February 1887, probated 3 October 1887.

3Map of Arlington County, Engineer's Office, August 1925: Map of Arlington, 1938: Rose.
Arlington Countv, Virginia, p. 198.
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Jage 6

Sevmour Henson and his siblings subdivided the Henson property into eight lots. [n 1924. they sold the
cemetery lot to Herbert A. Cleveland in 1924. The property, known as Lot #5, totaled 6.149 square
‘eet.’’ (Map 6) In 1926. Cleveland sold the lot to Harry C. Morgan who i turn soid it to William J.
and Carrie M. Stuart, in 1945. Between 1925 and 1938, a house and an outbuilding were constructed on
this lot, the house being situated quite close (o the cemetery.® (Map 7) The house was still standing in
1952--it is not known when it was removed. (Map 8) The structure on the lot (Lot #26001070) today
appears to be the same outbuilding shown on Maps 7 and 8.

35Deed Book 205, p.133. 5 May 1924.

3Deed Book 238, p.34. 8 April 1925; Deed Book 667, p.255. 20 April 1945. Artington County
Enginecenng Office may, August 1925.






ARCHEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT OF THE CEMETERY
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A._DESCRIPTION

General Notes:

Relationships between people discussed in this section can be determined by consulting Appendices A &
3. Grave numbers correspond with the cemetery sketch which was prepared by Bruce McCoy, an
annotated copy of which is contained in Appendix E.37 There are two predominant types of stones:
professional white marble stones (#s 1, 5, 9, 10, and 14), and folk stones of a grayish hue (#s 24, 6,
and 7). The only carving on a stone is the finger pointing to heaven on Stone 9. A popular motif in
southern graveyards. the carviny symbolizes a belief in life hereafter.”® For those stones which are
inscribed. basic vital statistics are provided. [n addition, as is typical of the period, three include
epitaphs which are biblical (#1 & 5) or religious in tone (#10).

L HEAD: Cut stone, white marbie, professional. Broken, only base remains.
[nscniption:
°..years
‘Blessed are the [pure in heart)
for they shail see God.”

. HEAD: Cut stone, gray, folk. No inscripuon.
FOOT: - - L] - - .

.HEAD: * ° D *
FOOT: Field stone, rounded. Broken. No inscription.

L

4, HEAD: Cut stone, gray, folk.

[nscription:
L. N. TRAVER
Dyed [Dec?] 1837
AGED 34 years*
FOOT: Cut stone. gray, folk.
{nscniption:
TN.TS

[(F]

HEAD: Cut stone, white marble, professional.
{nscription:

‘IN MEMORY OF

HENRY W. TRAVERS

Died Aug. 31, 1387

Aged 52 years

He that believeth in me

though he were dead, yet

shall he live, and whosoever

liveth and believeth in

3[n addition to Robinson & Associates’ observation records. this section is based on Bruce McCov's
"Measurements. [nterment Locauons. and Description of Stones* (June 1989).

¥Gregory James, "Rural Southern Gravestones.” p. 69.
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Page 9

me shall never die.
Believest thou this.”

2. HEAD: Cut stone. gray, tfolk.
[nscripuon:
‘W. T.
Dyed 1837°
FOCT: Cut stone, white, folk. No inscription.

HEAD: Cut stone, gray, folk.
[nscription:

MET

1830°
FOOT: Fieldstone. No inscription.

S

HEAD: Cut stone. brownish. folk. No inscription.
FOQT: Cut stone, {olk. No inscripuon.

9. HEAD: Cut stone, white marble, professional. Broken base.
Stone lying between graves 7 and 12:
Cut stone, white marble, professional. Bottom section broken off. Repaired around edges with
cement (early 20th century).
[nseniption:
*[Gone to] heaven...
In memory of
LAURA V.
Wife of Joel H. Whitehead
Died April 2{6?], 1874
Aged 27 vears..."
Carving: closed hand with index finger pointing at top of stone. Contained within medallion.
[nserted berween first two lines of text.
FOOT: Cut stone, white marble. professional.
[nscription:
‘L V. W,

L0. HEAD: Cut stone. white marble, professional. Broken into five large pieces. four of which
lie near base still plaated in ground.
[nscription: '

‘IN MEMORY OF

REBECCA

WIFE OF ROBERT DYER

Died June 27, 1887

Aged 51..[brokean]

Oanly Asieep®
FOOQOT: Cut stone, white marble. professional.
[nscription:

‘R. D.*

B HEAD: Field stone, flat face. No inscription.
FOOT: Field stone. No inscription.
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Jage 10

T HEAD: Field stone or cut stone. rolk \o inscription.
FOOT L] . Ll

13. HEAD: Field stone. round. bmkcn No mscnpuon
FOOT: = -~
14. HEAD: Cut stene. white marble, professional. 3roken. only base remains. No inscription.
15. HEAD: Cut stone, whitish, folk. No mscnpuon.
FOOT: F‘elds:one(") brown. "
Persons Reputed to be Buried in the Monroe Street éte

Cescendants of the Travers famuly and of neighbors recall oral traditions of others buried in the
-emetery. A granddaughter of John L. Travers by his second marrage (see Family Group Record G-1)
recalls being told that John L. his brother, Charles: father, John W.: and grandparents. John and
tlizabeth, were ail buried in the cemetery. [n addition. five of John L.'s childrea, Peari. Mary, James,
Anna and Adie Louise, are said to0 be buried there.’?

Another descendant remembers being told by his great-aunt, Alice Gott Williams, that her grandfather,
William B. Dyer, was buned at the cemeterv. Because they were deterred by a former owner of the
property, the great aunt was not able to point out the exact grave.®® William Dyer (1820-1873) is likely
a brother of Robert Dyer (18256-1898), whose wife Rebecca is buried in the cemetery (grave #10).

Finaily, one person is reputed to be buried at the cemetery who was apparently not reiated to the
Travers family, but whose family lived nearby. Doretta Doremus Whitcraft (1862-1900) lived in the
District of Columbia upon her death, but had three sisters in Arlington. Family records owned by

Doretia’s niece state that Doretta was "buried in a private cemetery at 1309 South Monroe Street.
Arlington.*!

B._ AR OLOGT: o b d

The Monroe Street Cemetery contains 28 visible stone gravemarkers. These stones include professionally
cut marble gravestones, stones which appear to be folk products, and fieldstones. These stone markers
are used as headstomes and fooistones marking 17 graves which have been previously idenufied.

Although only 17 graves have been identified in the cemetery thus far, it is probabie that many more
bunais took place in this cemetery. In the Middle Atlantic and Southern United States during the.
colonial period and 19th ceatury, graves were often left unmarked. Wooden gravemarkers sometimes
were used (0 memorialize the deceased; however, this type of marker was impermanent and quic-ly

FNnterview with Helen Sher, 9-25-89. Susan Wiseman. long-time member of the Arlington United
Methodist Church. aiso remembered hearing that John Wesley was burned in the Monroe Street C-
emetery. [nterview, 9-21-89. John W. was an active member of the church.

Wlnterview with John Gott, 9-21-89.

‘linterview with Adeline Robertson, 9-18-89.
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detenorated. in aber instances. families were dnancrelly unable 10 procure gravemarkers at the ume cf
Zcalh and wucR MACKArs were nEver erecicd. ! MCS: cememenes warch daie (o the 19th ceatury or
=4riies, Lhere are mare burals than are represcated by iBe gravemarxen.

The cametwsy 1self is 3 fam:ly camatery whicd would have been assucatec with & 15th cenrury residence
dulacent 10 it. The pracuce o durving family members tn ccmeteries lucaiea on famuly property dates
“gck 1 the earty 17th ccalury in Virmaia and Maryiand. nitially. the widely dispersed setuement pat-
ivrns 18 the Chasapeaks rogion dictared the prachue of planiation burtal The small number of churchcs
located a1 great distances apan prohibitad churchvard bunal for all bul those nersoas living 1a close
proximity (0 the church. During ihe colomal period 1a the Chosapesics region and (ae Southern United
Siates in gensral, buria) in famuly cemoicries was wbe predarmunaat burial pattern. Once the precedent
{or bunal in famuly ccmelenes was sut, subtequent gencrstions coatinued 10 fUllOw fi. Therefore, 1be
sractice cuntinwed 10 be customary in 1his *spua into the lats 10tk century.?

Thi wcmelery represents a type of bunal prucice which was very common ia previous centuries. [t
shuuid be noted, howewer, Laal the increasy w1 deveiopment (0 (818 rezun has depletea ke numoer of
‘amly cemeierics suil extaat.

C RECOMMENDATIONS

NO recommesdaation is beiag made on hc hmwncal or architectural significance of the Travers Cemetery
wiuch would Lake sway the decision-makxing role from the Hisorical Affairs and Landmarx Review
Board {HALRB) ana the County Board. For Wic purposs of assising the HALRB and County siatf in
the pressevauon of the site, Qr (n case there snould be § later decision tw move the graves, Lhis report
report makes the followmg recommendalons (OF arcieciogical (nvenigation:

[f deveiopment plans necessitate the moving of me Monroe Suest Cometery, it should be
compistaly recorded prior W any grouny disiurpiag acuviues. This wouid include the recording
of each stome according to matertal and styie. Esch stonc should be measurcd, drawn ead

photographed.

in addition, (he propertv shouid be tesied 10 determuae the presence Of adsencs of additional
tunais wnich may be uomarked. A Clvil War era map depics (he cemetery as much larger tan
113 preseat boundanes. This cametery could have been Lhe aits of Clvil War bunais (n addition
0 unmarked Gamily bunals. Remaie scasing snouid be uscd 10 determune Whe present or
absencs of additional buriais. When the toml numbor 0f the graves has been detcrmined the
cemetery shouid be mapped using a transil, and a sitc map shoud be mage showmng the
preseacs of graves. boty marked and unmerkod.

If \ne graves arc cxcavated to be moved. the cxcavation be done by aa Archseoiogist. This wall
ensure the proper recordasion of the histonc atiributes of the burtals, Esch body should be
reduried SEparatcly and marked with the appropnate gravemarier, if present.

Al 1he completioa of (hiS project, 3 1eport should be prepared which describes the graveraritars,
the cemetary i coatext, and each of the durmis. [t would include a map of the cemetery,
pbotographs and drawmgs of cach gravemarxer. and pholngrapts of cach grave a3 crcavated.

QCrowell and Mackie. :V8S
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Arlington Csunty Deed Book Q3-T3, 3o0ck 7, cage 400, 1 apgril 1351
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nvirons of Washington" Prepared from orig-nal Survevs
in the Enqgineer Department. 1861
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.M. Hopkins 1379 "Atlas of Fifteen Miles Around Washin

G

is directly left of major intersection at center of map.
l'Gr.Yd. "

-

It is indicated as

Gravevard
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MAP 4

G.M. Hopkins 1894 "Map of the Vicinity of Washington, 2.C.
Gravevard is located Jdirectly below the intersection noted
mear cthe upper right-hand corner of the map. Note family
names such as Travers and Whitehead along dark diagonal line.
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MAP S

G.2. Strum 1900 Detailed map of Alexandrisa.

Vote family names such as Henson, Whitehead and
Travers alcng diagonal road extending from center
of map down to the lower left-nand corner.
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1938 mzp located at Arllncton County tublic
Library

MAP 7

Graveyard is located in lot directly below that
labeled S.H. Henson (center, top).
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MAP 8 -
Plat Book of Arlington County, Virginia

Franklin Survey Co., Philadelphia, 1952
(tracing).
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MAP 9

Map from Bruce McCoy report "Reinterment of the Burials...

1988
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1349 S.

Monroe St., Arllington, Va.

DIAGRAM OF CEMETERY
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* *his stone appears to mark Lhe foot of Grave 2.
*+ This stone appears to be a random fieldstone.
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ATTACHUENT 3

DRAFT ORDINANCE (12/14/89)

Z-2382-89-HD
PROPOSED HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION
TRAVERS FAMILY GRAVEYARD
1309 SOUTH MONROE STREET

AN ORDINANCE PURSUANT TO HISTORICAL AFFAIRS AND LANDMARK REVIEW
BOARD SUBMITTAL Z-2382-89-HD TO ESTABLISH AS A HISTORIC DISTRICT
THE TRAVERS FAMILY GRAVEYARD, INCLUDING SUCH ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
NATURAL FEATURES AS THE GRAVESTONES AND THE MATURE HOLLY TREE,
LOCATED ON A 45 FOOT BY 25 FOQT PORTION OF THE PARCEL OF LAND

KNOWN AS 1309 SOUTH MONRQOE STREET, AND TO SEOW IT ACCORDINGLY AS
AN OVERLAY ON THE ZONING MAP.

BE IT ORDAINED that, in order to serve the public necessity,
convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practices and
principles of historic preservation, the Travers Family
Graveyard, including such archaeological and natural features as
the gravestones and the mature holly tree located on a 45 foot by
25 foot portion of the parcel of real property known as

1309 South Monroe Street, is hereby designated as a historic
district pursuant to the Historical Affairs and Landmark Review
Board submittal Z-2382-89-HD on file in the office of the Zoning
Administrator and the zoning map is hereby amended to show the
designation as an overlay. The boundaries of this historic
district are shown on the attached maps and shall be as

follows: on the north, a line 6 feet from the north property
line; on the south, a line 51 feet from the north property line;
on the west, the west property line; and on the east, a line 25
feet from the west property line. The mature holly tree is
located approximately 16 feet from the north property line and
approximately 12 feet from the west property line.
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ATTACHMENT 4
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ATTACHMENT S

Proposed Historic District
Z-2382-89-HD

Travers Family Grave Yard
1309 S. Monroe St.

Arlington County Department of
Co i ing, '
e mmunity Planning, Honsmg & Development
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