
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMISSION

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 318

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22201

VOICE/TTY (703) 228-7096

Minutes
February 18, 2013
7:00 PM
Conference room 311 
Type of meeting:
Regular monthly meeting. 

Staff:

Anna Maynard

Members present:
Alexa Mavroidis, Bill Staderman, Doris Ray, Brandon Cox, Scott Mooney
Members absent:
Cathryn Bonnette 
Visitors:

Rosemary Ciotti, Walter Tejada, Steve Yaffe
CALL TO ORDER AT 7:00 PM

Public Comment (3 minutes per speaker)

Rosemary Ciotti raised the issue of snow and ice not being cleared from curb ramps, which creates accessibility issues. 
Ms. Ciotti also raised a concern with a STAR airport pick-up that was cancelled in January due to weather conditions. She was not notified of the cancellation and was left without transportation home.  

Agenda Items

New Business
Approval of minutes- Approval of the September, October, and November minutes were approved by unanimous vote, with Doris Ray abstaining.  
Presentations and Discussion

Advisory Group Handbook

Walter Tejada, Arlington County Board
Mr. Tejada presented the updated Advisory Group Handbook, which provides guidance to advisory groups about their role in County government and how to effectively do their work as advisors to the County Board. 
The Commission members raised concerns with inadequate membership and lack of responsiveness to applications for appointment and to letters the Commission sends to the County Board on various topics. 

Action Item: 

Staff will contact Mr. Tejada’s assistant to arrange annual visits to the Commission in February and August. 

Newspaper Box Ordinance
Rosemary Ciotti, Planning Commission Liaison to Pedestrian Advisory Committee
Ms. Ciotti asked if the ACDAC is interested in supporting at PAC initiative to address the need for zoning regulations for the placement of newspaper boxes in the public right-of-way, particularly around transit stops. Currently, there is no policy in place and attempts to regulate the placement of newspaper boxes have met with lawsuits alleging First Amendment violations. However, the placement of boxes often impedes access to sidewalks and bus stops for persons with disabilities. 
The ACDAC is very supportive of this initiative and agrees to be actively involved. 

Action Item:

Motion Doris Ray/Brandon Cox: Request staff to draft a letter to the County Board supporting the development of a zoning policy for the placement of newspaper boxes and the allocation of staff resources to implement and enforce the policy. 

Regional Grants to Disability Groups



COMMISSIONERS
The Commission voted to recommend the County Board to allocate the grant funds as follows: 

Northern Virginia Resource Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons
$48,354.75

National Rehabilitation and Rediscovery Foundation



$11,058.75

Brain Injury Services of Northern Virginia





$22,920.75

Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind






$29,575.75

Total Recommended Funding





          $111,910.00  

The vote was unanimous with Bill Staderman, Doris Ray, Alexa Mavroidis, and Brandon Cox abstaining due to conflict of interest. 

STAR/ART Fare Increases

Steve Yaffe, DES Transportation
STAR and ART Bus fare increases are proposed for July 2014. The ART increases will help to cover additional ART service. The STAR increase is needed to cover additional costs for contracts. 

A public meeting is scheduled for March 10, 2014 from 7PM to 8:30 PM at the Central Library. 

additional items
1. Annual Work Plan-deferred to March meeting

2. Charter update-commissioners should review the draft update of the ACDAC Charter and provide feedback. Commissioners are asked to be prepared to adopt the updated Charter at the March meeting.  

3. Due to scheduling conflicts, it is proposed to change the date of the March meeting. Commissioners are asked to email three dates to the group so that a new date can be chosen. 

4. Delegate Patrick Hope will speak during public comment at the April meeting. 
Adjourn
9:18 PM
Next Meeting
March 18, 2014 7:00 PM 
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