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Matt B arrone F irs t, I wanted to thank everyone involved in this  proces s . T here are a lot of different s takeholders  and it's  hard to find a 
compromis e that works  for everyone. I wanted to s peak up as  one of the handful of res idents  on Arlington B lvd who will now 
literally have the elementary s chool in their backyard. If you look at the propos ed diagram, my hous e is  the third one as  you make 
the turn from O ld G lebe to Arlington B lvd and directly above the R  in the diagram which repres ents  the new E S  drop-off loop. 
When I purchas ed my hous e, I knew I had the nois e of R t 50 in my front, but als o knew I had the tranquility of trees  and a quite 
parking lot in my back. T his  will now all change with the addition of the s chool and I have yet to receive a clear unders tanding of 
how clos e the parking lot and s chool will come to my back property and fence. T here are currently beautiful evergreens  and 
magnolia trees  that g ive character and privacy to the area. Are they going to be removed and replaced with concrete? A ls o, what 
are we doing about the turn from O ld G lebe to the R t 50 Acces s  R d. It's  a  very narrow road and the turn provide little vis ibility to 
oncoming traffic, I've witnes s ed many a clos e mis s  to a head-on collis ion. Have we cons idered making it one way to allow for 
better traffic flow? E s pecially at drop-off and pick-up times  when the queue could back up well into a road that is  very narrow. I'd 
welcome any thoughts  or feedback from thos e involved who has  ins ights  into my ques tions .

06/15/2016

B rian Meenaghan I think it is  imperative that the traffic and s afety is s ues  are res olved on 1s t R d S outh (s peeding, wrong-way driving and bus  us age). 
Additionally, I believe more parking may be neces s ary than what was  dis cus s ed in the recent public review s es s ion. T hes e is s ues  
will be materially impacted by the des ign of the garage as s ociated with the s chool. In addition to the garage des ign, I would like to 
s ee the following cons idered: a fix to the light at 2nd and G lebe to allow s moother outflow at peak times  (including church on 
S unday), s peed bumps  on 1s t R d S outh, additional s ignage to make s ure drivers  know alternatives  to enter and leave the s ite (like 
O ld G lebe to 50 eas t), and full traffic planning for peak us age times .

My worry about peak us age goes  beyond what was  dis cus s ed in the public meeting. If both s chools  releas e at the s ame or s imilar 
time, there will be an abs olute crus h of traffic. I a ls o think that max-us e times  will s everely s train the propos ed parking facility. T he 
es timates  take 10%  off the top for car-alternative incentive us ers  which I believe may be unrealis tic for s nowy/rainy days . I was  
always  told to plan for the wors t and hope for the bes t. In regards  to parking, I think the current plan plans  for the bes t and hopes  
to avoid/ignore the wors t-cas e s cenarios . 

06/15/2016

J ames D ankovich S olar panels , like underground parking are not critical to educating our children, but are very expens ive. It is  probable the cos t of 
the panels  will be the s ame as  the cos t of underground parking. T o me it is  better to s pend the money on parking and cons erve 
open areas  on the ground. A ls o, you can always  buy & ins tall rooftop s olar panels  later, you cannot dig a garage under an exis ting 
building later.

P arking is  critical to the s ucces s  of a facility, real open areas  are important to the education and lifes tyle of our children, s olar 
panels  are a luxury. 

06/15/2016

Maureen C ritchley As  a res ident who lives  on S  O ld G lebe R oad, I'm wondering what kind of events  will AP S  NO T  permit taking place in the NE S ' 
parking s tructure? (examples  - flea markets , Mas ter garden s hows  auto s hows , and s hows  that have s ometimes  taken place in the 
TJCC such as home shows, antique shows.) 
And while we're on the topic, what kinds of events does APS envision would be permitted?
T hanks

06/12/2016 11:35 AP S  could envis ion many us es  taking place in the parking 
s tructure including county fair activities  or s upport, farmer's  
market, etc. T he s ubject event would have to lend its elf to 
the level of overnight s ecurity available in the garage and 
would have to be appropriate to the s pace height 
res trictions  and proximity to the neighborhood and s chool, 
of cours e. It is  difficult to s ay at this  time what events  would 
not be permitted, that would have to be reviewed on a cas e 
by cas e bas is , with impact on the neighborhood and 
s chools  among the cons iderations

06/14/2016 AP S



Maureen C ritchley I unders tand the AC  trans portation commis s ion feels  that hawk lights  are s ometimes  jus t as  effective as  traffic lights , and that I 
wonder if APS' consultants agree? 
I a ls o wonder whether hawk lights  may be us ed at "high volume" inters ections  that s tudents  us e enroute to & from T J MS  & NE S  
that don't have AP S  cros s ing guards ?  If s o, pleas e mention which inters ections  might become les s  dangerous  if hawk lights  were 
installed?
T hank you.

06/12/2016 11:28 HAWK  beacons  can be a very effective means  of 
increas ing driver yielding at marked cros s walks . T hey are 
particularly appropriate for multi-lane, high-volume, and/or 
high-s peed roadways  where cros s ing pedes trians  have 
difficulty finding gaps  in traffic. T he conditions  at a 
cros s walk mus t meet certain thres holds  in order for a 
HAWK  beacon to be “warranted.” T hes e thres holds  are 
bas ed on a combination of factors , including motor vehicle 
s peeds , motor vehicle volumes , and pedes trian volumes , 
and that mus t be determined by an engineering s tudy. In 
collaboration with Arlington C ounty, T oole D es ign G roup 
has  been exploring the potential need for HAWK  beacons  
and other s afety features  around the T J  campus . D ecis ions  
about off-s ite trans portation improvements  will be made 
with committee/community input during the S chematic 
D es ign phas e of the project.

06/14/2016 T O O L E

Melis s a L eupp I am writing with feedback regarding the des ign of the new elementary s chool. As  the parent of a future P atrick Henry s tudent, I 
attended the public meeting on J une 8. My concerns  aris e, however, bas ed on my 17 years  as  an AP S  early childhood/elementary 
school educator and occupational therapist. 

It is  my unders tanding that "the bis cuit" has  the gym and mus ic on the third and fourth floors  of the s chool a long with upper grade 
levels . T he B is cuit a ls o has  the s malles t footprint. P roviding quality ins truction with the gym and mus ic in s uch clos e proximity to 
clas s rooms  would be challenging and frus trating for teachers  and s taff.  T oday's  s tudents  need fewer dis tractions  not more. T hey 
als o need time when they can move and interact. G ymnas iums  are als o potential s ites  for as s emblies  and other wonderful but 
noise-generating events. There is a reason that most schools have gyms located away from learning environments.

My s econd concern with the gym location is  s ecurity. G yms  are frequently us ed after hours  and on weekends . Having the gym on 
the third floor provides access to more of the school for much longer periods of time without staff members present. 

My final concern is  related to acces s ibility. Henry currently has  at leas t three county-wide s pecial education clas s es . T hes e 
programs  have s tudents  with various  dis abilities . With the B is cuit's  s mall footprint, a  limited number of clas s rooms  are located on 
each floor. My unders tanding is  that pres chool or kindergarten clas s es  would be on the firs t floor. T he county-wide programs  may 
need to be on or near the firs t floor for s tudents  with limited mobility. It is  prudent to think about emergencies  and how young 
s tudents  can exit in a s afe, efficient manner among a group of 725.

06/11/2016 22:59 C omments  Noted. S imilar comments  have been noted 
during B L P C , P F R C , and public meetings . T he des ign team 
is  working to addres s  thes e is s ues  in future s chemes .

06/14/2016 AP S



L is a T urcios Forwarding from Arlington Heights Civic Association member (7th St S)

we emailed a while back, I'm an AHCA member and resident and parent of two (that will go to the new school).

I had meant to s end feedback on the parking, too, but then that architect that is  an AH res ident as  well, had s end in a long letter 
with s eemingly valid concerns  and ques tions , and I thought we'd be hearing back on a res pons e firs t - now I can't figure out what 
happened!
Including what happened to the parking!

My quick feedback on parking:
-B us  loop to the north (clos es t to 50) is  by far the bes t to keep bus es  away from the neighborhood and all the walkers .  (A ls o idling 
buses are awful.)
-in the side profile almost all the parking was almost completely ABOVE ground - AWFUL mistake.
D o not budge on this  - the parking mus t be underground.  And it s hould be completely underground- in the s ide profile it looked 
like the partially underground parking was only partial on one end but completely above ground on the other end.

- the newest schemes are all only 4 story options!!!??  Really?  Wow!
The biscuit is awful!
I like the lobster!!  The school needs a bigger footprint and it needs outdoor spaces all around, like Discovery!!!

- T ell the committee to look to D is covery for the ideal elementary s chool des ign and function, and look to the currently in progres s  
HB Woodlawn construction for absolutely stunning ways in making the most of space options working with rooftops!!
They are a little ahead in the design process and it looks amazing!
Accept no less for our kids in this neighborhood!

Als o: S ome of the options  in the pres entations  are not always  well enough labeled by AP S  to really follow and unders tand 
completely (for the person who could not attend)! 

T hings  are moving fas t (as  they s hould); it's  s o eas y to mis s  the boat on comments  when you  the committee members  need 

06/07/2016 4:44 C omments  Noted.   06/14/2016 AP S

Maureen C ritchley I heard s omeone s ay that the P F R C  is  moving along at a rapid pace, and will s oon be voting on which architectural concept AP S  
s hould accept.  D oes  anyone els e think we need to S P E ND  MO R E  T HAN A  F E W MINUT E S   D IS C US S ING  AND  
UND E R S T AND ING  the C O S T S  of the various  concepts  under cons ideration before we're as ked which s cheme we think is  bes t?

06/06/2016 21:45 T he concepts  s chemes  offered to date will generally be 
s imilar in cos t for the building and s ite amenities . T he 
larges t driver of cos t is  the parking. As  has  been noted at 
previous  B L P C /P F R C  meetings , underground parking is  
more expens ive in cos t than s urface parking. O rder of 
magnitude cos t per s pace for underground vs  s urface 
parking have been communicated to the C ommittees . In 
general, it has  been noted that the further down the parking 
deck is  excavated the more expens ive the cons truction 
becomes .

06/14/2016 AP S

Melis s a Williams Hello --

I'm very concerned about the es timation on parking figures . In the s ummer, S outh Irving S treet and S econd S treet S outh are 
regularly chock a block with parked cars  of people us ing the community center and fields . E s timating us age downward does n't 
map to our local experience on this  is s ue.

06/06/2016 17:17 C omments  Noted 06/14/2016 AP S

Maureen C ritchley It will be helpful to know what kinds of activities are likely to take place "afterhours", and
what will the evening & weekend hours  be for afterhours  activities  in the NE S ' gym?

06/06/2016 17:10 It is  not yet known exactly what after hours  us e will be, but 
g iven the his tory of after hours  us e at AP S  s chools , it will 
likely be extens ive. Us ing D is covery E S  as  an example, 
there is  P arks  & R ec us e of the gym for league and 
recreational play after hours  and weekends , and throughout 
the building in the s ummer for camps , the s chool has  an 
E xtended D ay program, and P T A meetings  occur regularly 
in the library. S ummer s chool may occas ionally occur in the 
building. T he buildings  are a community amenity and AP S  
encourages  after hours  us age. 

06/14/2016 AP S

C arlis le L evine I am mos t concerned that the new elementary s chool's  des ign takes  into cons ideration s eparating elementary s chool s tudents  
from middle s choolers , s ince middle s choolers  are s o much bigger and are going through trans itions  that elementary s chool 
s tudents  s houldn't have to deal with. A ls o, pleas e take into cons ideration traffic and s afety for the elementary s chool s tudents . 
A lready, we have had incidents  where the middle s choolers  have been hit by cars  on the way to s chool. T hanks !

06/06/2016 9:44 C omments  Noted. 06/14/2016 AP S



  

06/14/2016 T O O L EMany thanks  for all your are doing regarding the new elementary s chool at T J .

I have attended the meetings  the pas t two weeks (J une 1 and J une 8).

I have a concern, and my concern is  that it appears  the agenda for the J une 15 P F R C  meeting does  not include any cons ideration 
or dis cus s ion of traffic. More s pecifically, there appears  to be no cons ideration of traffic at two inters ections : (1) S outh O ld G lebe 
R oad and 2nd S treet S outh, and (2) S outh O ld G lebe R oad and the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh..

At both of the recent meetings , a  woman s poke about data s he and her firm had gathered regarding traffic. As  bes t I recall, her 
data s eemed to indicate that any increas e in traffic as  a res ult of the new elementary s chool would be at times  different from the 
current drop-off and pick-up times  for the middle s chool. It s eemed to me that her main point was  that the neighborhood could 
expect s ome increas e in traffic, but that ins tead of the current s ituation in which there are two "peak times " (drop off for T J  in the 
morning and pick-up from T J  in the afternoon), there would be four "peak times " with the addition of a new elementary s chool 
(drop off for T J  in the morning, drop off for elementary s chool later in the morning, pick-up from T J  in the afternoon, and pick-up 
from elementary s chool later in the afternoon). 

T his  woman (whos e name I cannot recall) acknowledged that there was  concern about the inters ections  at O ld G lebe R oad and 
2nd S treet S outh and at O ld G lebe R oad and 1s t R oad S outh, but s he did not indicate (as  bes t I recall it) what recommendations  
or even what plans  s he or her firm had in mind. It s eemed to me that s he was  mos t concerned about getting to cons ens us  around 
whether there would be "s hared" parking or "non-s hared" parking. S he s eemed mos t concerned about this  is s ue s ince it impacted 
the number of parking s paces  that would need to be built.

D uring the public comment portion of the J une 1 P F R C  Meeting, I mentioned my concern about the increas ed vehicular and 
pedes trian traffic at O ld G lebe R oad and 2nd S treet S outh, and I expres s ed my hope that the P F R C  would be looking at the 
is s ues  concerning that inters ection. I left that meeting feeling pretty s ure that the P F R C  had been - and would continue - looking at 
the is s ues  concerning that inters ection.

At the J une 8 meeting, I mentioned my concerns  (concerns  that were als o echoed by another res ident of the 3600 block of 1s t 
R oad S outh who attended the J une 8 meeting) that there are s peeders  along the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh, and that there are 
people who drive the wrong way down this  block (this  block is  a  one-way s treet, with legal traffic going eas t-bound from G lebe 
R oad to O ld G lebe R oad). I a ls o voiced my concern about the inters ection at O ld G lebe R oad and 1s t R oad S outh. T he only take-
away I received from the J une 8 meeting was  the name and phone number of a pers on I could call if I obs erved Arlington C ounty 
S chool B us s es  us ing the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh.

Y es terday, I s tood along my block (the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh) between about 2:15 and 2:35 pm. I noticed s everal cars  
s peeding from G lebe R oad to O ld G lebe R oad. More frighteningly, I noticed at leas t two cars  who failed to s top at the s top s ign 
where the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh inters ects  S outh O ld G lebe R oad. O ne of the drivers  who failed to s top at the s top s ign 
cros s ed S outh O ld G lebe R oad and entered the T J  parking lot.

P eople along the 3600 block of 1s t R oad S outh have recently s hared pictures  and reports  of people s peeding and going the 
wrong way down our block. I am very concerned that people who s peed along out block are likely to be in s uch a hurry that they 
will fa il to come to a complete s top at S outh O ld G lebe R oad. T hat, of cours e, could res ult in a very s erious  accident.

My larger point is  this : With the increas e in traffic (both pedes trian and vehicles ), and with the increas e in elementary-age children 
who will be attending a new elementary s chool at T J , I think it is  vital that the P F R C  devote attention to the traffic at the two 
inters ections  I mention above. I am very concerned that the agenda for the J une 15 appears  to g ive no attention to traffic at a ll.

I s hould add that the Arlington C ounty P olice D epartment has  s tepped up its  efforts  to enforce the traffic laws  along the 3600 block 
of 1s t R oad S outh, and I am grateful for that. 

B ruce B oyd 06/10/2016 T hank you for your input and ques tions  related to traffic and 
the AP S /T homas  J effers on project. AP S ’s  trans portation 
cons ultant, T oole D es ign G roup, has  a thorough traffic 
analys is  underway that us es  modeling s oftware to analyze 
traffic around the s chool s ite related to the middle s chool 
and future, new elementary s chool. T hat analys is  includes  a 
clos e look at O ld S outh G lebe and, in particular, the 
inters ections  of O ld S outh G lebe with 1s t R oad S outh and 
2nd S treet S outh. A lthough thes e is s ues  are critical to the 
s ucces s  of this  project, they are not required as  part of the 
firs t project miles tone: the concept plan s ubmittal to the 
S chool B oard. F or this  reas on, we anticipate pres enting the 
res ults  of the traffic analys is  at a late J uly or early Augus t 
meetings  of the B L P C /P F R C  (exact s chedule is  s till being 
finalized with AP S ). 

Advancing in coordination with the traffic analys is  is  a  
careful cons ideration, in partners hip with Arlington C ounty 
trans portation s taff, of off-s ite infras tructure or operational 
improvements  to nearby s treets  that could improve traffic 
conditions , bicycle and pedes trian s afety/acces s , s peeding, 
and other is s ues  occurring nearby and related to 
trans portation. S ome recommendations  that are adjacent to 
the s chool s ite and directly as s ociated with the s chool 
project may be advanced as  part of the AP S  project (i.e. on 
a s imilar timeline and through a parallel budget proces s ), 
while others  may be longer-term projects  that are 
recommended for future implementation by Arlington 
C ounty. T hes e off-s ite recommendations  will a ls o be 
pres ented for dis cus s ion and cons ideration by the 
community at a late J uly/early Augus t meetings  of the 
B L P C /P F R C . 

We have made note of your input and concerns  related to 
1s t R oad S outh and S outh O ld G lebe R oad and will 
certainly cons ider this  as  the project advances , with the 
goal of working the C ounty to addres s  traffic concerns  like 
this  one. T hank you for taking the time to participate in this  
important project.
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